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the work laid before him: To tell 


PREFACE, 
BY A 


BD 


b © 


Written in 1724. 


W AS yoing, like common edi- 
tors, to advertiſe the reader of 


I 


him that the illuſtrious author had 
whatever their quality or curioſity 
may have been, cannot obtain; and 
a genius capable of making the beſt 
improvement of every opportunity. 

ꝙ9a 3 But 


PREFACE 
But if the reader, after peruſing one 


letter only, has not diſcernment to 
diſtinguiſh that natural elegance, that 

delicacy of ſentiment and obſervation, 
that eaſy gracefulneſs, and lovely 
fimplicity (which is the perfection of 
writing) and in which theſe Letters 
exceed all that has appeared in this 
kind, or almoſt in any other, let him 
lay the book down, and leave it to 
thoſe who have. 


neſs to lend me her M.S. to fatisfy 
my curioſity in ſome enquiries I had 
when I had it in my hands, how was 
it poſſible to part with it? I once 


had the vanity to hope I might ac- 
quaint the public, that it owed this 


PREFACE. vit 
invaluable treafure to my importuni- 
ties. But alas! the moſt ingenious 
author has condemacd it to obſcurity 
during her life; and conviction, as 
well as deference, obliges me to 
yield to her reaſons. However, if 
theſe Letters appear hereafter when 
I am in my grave, let this attend 
that among her cotemporaries, one 
woman, at leaſt, was juſt to her 


merk. 


There is not any thing ſo excel- 
lent, but ſome will carp at it, and 
the rather, becauſe of its excellency. 
But to ſuch hypercritics, I ſhall only 
fyy # #*: #* #* „„ # S$ 
» % + „ „ „ „„ . 
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viit PREFACE. 
I confeſs, I am malicious enough 
to defire, that the world ſhould ſee, 
to how much better purpoſe the 
LADIES travel than their 
LORDS; and that, whilſt it is 
ſurſeited with Male-Travek, all in 
the fame tone, and ſtuſt with the 
fame trifles; a lady has the ſkill to 
ſtrike out a new path, and to em- 

belliſh a worn-out ſubject, with 
variety of freſh and elegant entertain- 
ment. For beſides the vivacity and 
fpicit which enlivens every part, and 
that inimitable beauty which ſpreads 
through the whole; befides the 
purity of the ſtyle, for which it may 
be juſtly accounted the ſtandard of 

find a more true and accurate ac- * 
count of the cuſtoms and manners of 
the 


PREFACE. iz 
the ſeveral nations, with whom this 
lady converſed, than he can in any | 
other author. But as her ladyſhip's 
penetration diſcovers the inmoſt fol- 
lies of the heart, fo the candour of 
her temper pafled over them with an 
treating with the politeneſs of a 
court, and the gentleneſs of a lady, 
what the ſeverity of her judgment 
could not but condemn. 


In ſhort, let her own ſex, at leaft, 
do her juſtice, lay aſide diabolical 
Envy, and its Brother Malice, 


* This faic and elegant prefacer, has refolv- 

__- Malice ſhould be of the Maſculine 
+ Gender: I believe it is both Maſ nine and 
 Feninine, and 1 heartily wiſh it were Nenter. 


with 


unpardonable of- 


this is the real and 


- 


PREFACE. 


only becauſe the giver of all good 
gifts has entruſted and adorned her 


PREFACE. 
Charm'd into love of what obſcures 


my 
fame, 
If I had wit, I'd celebrate her name, | 
And all the beauties of her mind proclaim. 
Till Malice, deafen'd with the mighty found, 
It's N- concerted calumnies confound ; 

Let fall the maſk, and with pale Envy meet, 
To aſk and find, their pardon at her feet. 


| You ſee, Madam, how I lay every 
thing at your feet. As the tautology 
ſhews the poverty of my genius, it 
likewiſe ſhews the extent of your 
empire over my imagination. 


May 32, 1725. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


OF THE 


E D I T O R. 


p HE editor of theſe Letters, who 

during his reſidence at Venice, 
and friendſhip of their ingenious and ele- 
gant author, preſents them to the pub- 


Firft, Becauſe it was the manifeſt in- 
tention of the late Lady M—-y W——y 
M, that this serer CoLLEc- 
ion of her Letters ſhould be commu- 
nicated to the public ; an intention de- 
clared, not only to the Editor, but to a 
few more choſen friends, to whom 

 —_— | ſhe 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


the gave copies of theſe incomparable 
Letters. 


The ſecond and principal reaſon that 
has engaged the Editor to let this col- 
lection ſee the light, is, that the publi- 
cation of theſe letters will be an immor- 
tal monument to the memory of Lady 
M——y W———y; and will ſhew, as 
long as the Engliſh language endures, 
the ſprightlineſs of her wit, the ſolidity 
of her judgment, the extent of her 
knowledge, the elegance of her taſte, 
and the excellence of her real character. 


The SELECT COLLECTION, here pub- 
liſhed, was faithfully tranſcribed from 
the original manuſcript of her ladyſhip at 


Venice. 


The Letters from Ration, Vienna, 
Dreſden, Peterwaradin, Belgrade, Adria- 
-  nople, - 


ADVERTISEMENT. 
nople, Conſtantinople, Pera, Tunis, Ge» 
naa, Lyons and Paris, are, certainly, 
the moſt curious and intereſting part of 
this publication, and both in point of 
matter and form, are, to ſay no more of 
them, ſingularly worthy of the curioſity 
and attention of all men of taffc, and 
even of all women of faſhirn. As to thoſe 
ment, and think their beauty an infipid 
thing, if it is not ſeaſoned by intellectual 
charms, they will find in theſe Letters 
what they ſeek for, and will behold in 
their author, ap ornament and model to 


LET- 


Rotterdam, Aug. 3. O. S. _ 
FLATTER myſelf (dear ſiſter) 
that I ſhall give you ſome pleaſure in 

letting you know that I have ſafely paſſed 
the ſea, though we had the ill fortune of 
a ſtorm. We were perſuaded by the 
captain of the yatcht to ſet out in a calm, 
and he pretended there was nothing ſo 
eaſy as to tide it over; but, after two 


days ſlowly moving, the wind blew fo 
hard, that none of the failors could keep 


their feet, and we were all Sunday night 


toſſed very handſomely. 1098 
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man more frighted than the captain. For 
my part, I have been fo lucky, neither 


to ſuffer from fear nor ſea· ſickneſs; tho, 
I confeſs, I was fo impatient to fee myſelf 
once more upon dry land, that I would 
not ſtay till the yatcht could get to Rat- 
terdam, but went in the long boat to 
Helvcetfluys, where we had voitures to 
carry us to the Briel. I was charmed with 
the neatneſs of that little town ; but my 
arrival at Rotterdam, preſented me a new 
ſcene of pleaſure. All the ſtreets are 
many of the meaneſt artificers doors are 
placed feats of various coloured marbles, 
ſo neatly kept, that I affure you, I 
 walkedalmoſt all over the town yeſterday, 
_ Incognito, in my flippers, without re- 
ceiving one ſpot of dirt; and you may 
fee the Dutch maids waſhing the pave- 
ment of the ſtreet, with more applica- 


© 
tion than ours do our bed-chambers. 
The town feems fo full of people, with 
fuch buſy faces, all in motion, that I 
can hardly fancy it is not ſome celebrated 
fair; but | ke it is every day the fame. 
*Tis certain no town can be more ad- 
vaiitageouſly ſituated for commerce. 
Here are ſeven large canals, on which 
the merchants ſhips come up to the very 
doors of their houſes. The ſhops and 
warchouſes are of a ſurprizing neatneſs 
and magnificence, filled with an incredi- 
ble quantity of fine merchandize, and fo 
much cheaper than what we fee in Eng- 
land, that I have much ado to perſuade 
myſelf I am ftill fo near it. Here is 
neither dirt nor beggary to be ſeen. One 
is not ſhocked with thoſe loathſome crip- 
ples, fo common in Loadoa, nor teized 
with the importunity of idle fellows and 
wenches, that chuſe to be naſty and lazy. 
TE LE The 
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The common ſervants and little ſhop- 
women, here, are more nicely clean, than 


molt of our ladies, and the great variety 
of neat dreſſes (every woman dreſſinz her 
head after her own faſhion) is an addi- 
ſee, hitherto, I make no ; 
dear fiſter, and, if I continue to like 
travelling as well as I do at prefent, 1 
| ſhall not repent my project. It will go a 
great way in making me ſatisfied with it, 
if it affords me an opportunity of enter- 
taining you. But it is not from Hol- 
land, that you muſt expect a difntcrefted 
offer. L can write enough, in the ſtile of 
word, that I expect returns of all the 
London news. You fee I have already 
learn't to make a good bargain, and that 
it is not for nothing I will ſo much as 
__ 14 
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TY 
LETTER U. 


To Mrs. S. — 


Hague, Aug. 5, O. S. 1716. 
MAKE haſte to tell you, dear Ma- 
dam, that after all the dreadful fa - 
| tigues you threatned me with, I am 
ney. We take care to make fuch ſhort 
ſtages every day, that I rather fancy 
myſelf upon parties of pleafure, than 
upon the road, and fure nothing can be 
more agreeable than travelling in Hol- 
land. The whole country appears a 
large garden ; th. roads as well paved, 
ſhaded on each fide with rows of trer s, 
and bordered with large canals, full of 
+ ſome 


06) 


ſome villa, and every four hours, that 
of a large town, fo ſurprifingly neat, I 
am fure you would be charmed with 
them. The place I am now at, is cer- 
tainly one of the fineſt villages in the 
world. Here are feveral ſquares finely 
built, and, (what I think a particular 
beauty) the whole ſet with thick large 
trees. The Peer-baut is, at the fame 
time, the Hide Park and Mall of the 
people of quality ; for they take the air 
in it both on fuot and in coaches. There 
are ſhops for wafers, cool liquors, &c.. 
I have been to ſee ſeveral of the moſt ce- 
| lebrated gardens, but I will not teize you 
with their deſcriptions. I dare ſwear you 
But | muit not conclude without beg- 
ging your pardon, for not obeying your 
commands, in ſending the lace you or- 
dred me. Upon my word I can yet 
EA find 


C9] 
find none, that is not dearer than you 
may buy it in London. If you want any 
India goods, here are great variety of 
penny-worths, and I ſhall follow your 
being, 


Dear Madam, &c. &c. 


LIT. 
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LETTER m. 


To Mrs. 8. C. 


Mun, Aug. 13, O. S. 1716. 


ney. I receive ſome degree of mor tiſica- 
t. oa from every agreeable novelty, or plea- 
fing proſpect, by the reflection of your 


having ſo unluckily miſſed the delight 


which I know it would have given you. 
If you were with me in this town, you 
woulk! be ready to expect to receive viſits 
from your No:tinzham friends. No two 


| 


” 


pes WP 


other, and are intermixed, in the fame 
manner, with trees and gardens. The 


191 

has but to give the Aſucſe the name of the 
Trent, and there is no diſtinguiſhing the 
proſpect. The houſes, like thoſe of 
Nottingham, are built one above an- 


Tower, they call Jalins Ceſar's, has the 
ſame ſituation with Nottingham Caſtle ; 
and I cannot help fancying I fee from it, 
the Trent. Feld, Adboniton, places fo well 
known to us. *Tis true, the fortifica- 
tions make a conſiderable differ nce. All 
the learned in the art of war, beftow 


great commendations on them; for my 


part, that know nothing of the matter, I 
ſhall content myſelf with telling you, tis 
a very pretty walk on the ramparts, on 


which there is a tower. very deſervedly 
call d the Belvidera, where people go to 


drink coffee, tea, &c. and enjoy one of 


the fineſt proſpects in the world. The 
3 public 


[10] 
public walks have no great beauty, but 
the thick ſhade of the trees, which is 
ſolemnly delightful. But I muſt not for- 
get to take notice of the bridge, which 
appeared very ſurprizing to me. It is 
large enough to hold hundreds of men, 
the value of an Eng'ifſh two-pence to 
get upon it, and then away they go, 
bridge and all, to the other fide of the 
river, with ſo flow a motion, one is 
hardly ſenſible of any at all. I was yeſ- 
terday at the French church, and ftared 
very. much at their manner of ſervice. 
The parſon clapped on a broad-brimed 
hat in the firſt place, which gave him 
entirely the air of, what dye call him, in 
Bartholomew fair, which he kept up by 
extraordinary antic geſtures, and preach- 
ing much ſuch ſtuff, as other talked to 
the puppets. However the congregation 
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ſeemed to receive it with great devotion ; 
and I was informed, by foine of his 
flock, that he is a perſon of particular 
fame amongſt them. n 
time, you are as much tired with my ac 

r 
but I am fure your brother will excuſe a 
digreſſion in favour of the church of 
England. You know, ſpeaking diſre- 
ſpectfully of the Calviniſts, is the fame 
thing as ſpeaking honourably of the 
church. Adieu, my dear S. always re- 
member me, and be aſſured, I can never 
ada | 
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LETTER NV. 
To the Lady ——. 


Cologn, Aug. 16, O. S. 1716. 
F my lady could have any 
notion of the fatigues that I have ſuf- 
fered theſe two laſt days, I am fure ſhe 
would own it a great proof of regard, 
that I now fit down to write to her. 
We hired horſes from Nimeguen hither. 
not having the convenieney of the poſt, 
and found but very indif*-rent accom- 
modations at Reinberg, our firlt ſtage ; 
but it was nothing to what I ſuffer-d yeſ- 
terday. We were in hopes to reach 
Cologn; our horſes tired at Stamel, 
three hours from it, where 1 was forced 
| to paſs the night in my cloaths, in a 
room, not at all better than a hovel; 
for 


„„ | 
for though I have my bed with me, I 
had no mind to undrefs, where the wind 
came from a thouſand places. Ve left 


' this wretched lodging ar day break, and 


about fix, this morning, came fofe here, 
where I got immediately into bed. I ſlept 
ſo well for three hours, that 1 found 
myſelf perſectiy recovered, and have had 
ſpirits enough to go and fee a l chat is 


curious in the town, that is to ſay, the 
churches, for here is nothing elſe worth 
ſeeing. This is a very large town, but 
the moſt part of it is old built. The 


141 
cence of the altars, the rich images of 
the faints (all maſſy filver) and the ex- 
chaſures of the relicks, though I could not 
help murmuring, in my heart, at the 
profuſion of pearls, diamonds, and ru- 
bies, beſtowed on the adornment of rot- 
ten teeth and dirty rags. I own that I 
had wickedneſs enough to covet Sz. 
Urſfulz's pearl necklace ; though perhaps 
this was no wickedneſs at all, an image 
not being certainly one's ne:ghbour ; but 
] went yet farther, and wiſhed the wench 
herſelf converted into dreſſing plate. I 
 thould alſo gladly fee converted into 
filver, a great St. Chriſtopher, which I 
imagine would look very well in a cif- 
tern. Theſe were my pious reflections; 
though I was very well ſatisfied to ſee, 
piled up to the honour of our nation, the 
ſkulls of the Eleven Thouſand Virgins. 
I have feen ſome hundreds of relics here 
5 of 


= Jo 
of no leſs conſequence ; but I will not 
far, as to give you 2 liſt of them, being 
perſuaded, that you have no manner of 
curioſity for the titles given to jaw bones 
and bits of worm-eaten vod. Adieu, I 
am juſt going to ſupper, where I ſhall 
drink your health in an admirable fort 
of Lorrain wine, which I am fure is 
the fame you call Burgundy in London, 


&c. &c. 


LET- 
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LETTER v. 


To the Countefs of B—. 


Nuremberg, Aug. 22, O. S. 1716. 
A FTER five days travelling poſt, 
I could not fit down to write on 
any other occaſion than to tell my dear 
Lady, that I have not forgot her oblig- 
ing command of ſending her ſome ac- 
count of my travels. I have already 
paſſed a large part of Germany, have 
ſeen all that is remarkable in Cologn, 
Frankfort, Wurtſburg, and this place 
"Tis impoſſible not to obſerve the diffe- 
rence between the free towns, and thoſe 


are. In the firſt there appears an air of 


commerce and plenty. The ftreets are 
well 


1 
well built and full of people, neatly and 
with merchandize, and the commonalty 
are clean and chearful. In the other you 
ſee a fort of ſhabby finery, a number of 


and the other like a poor town lady of 
pleaſure, painted, and ribboned out in 
her head-dreſs, with tarniſhed filver- 
laced ſhoes, a ragged under-petticoat, a 
miſerable mixture of vice and poverty. — 
They have fumptuary laws in this town, 
which diftinguiſh their rank by their 
dreſs, prevent the exceſs which ruins fo 
many other cities, and has a more agree- 
able effect to the eye of a ſlranger, than 
Vor. I. C our 


own, that I wiſh theſe laws were in force 
in other parts of the world. When one 
conſiders impartially, the merit of a rich 
ſuit of cloaths in moſt places, the re- 
ſpect and the ſmiles of favour it procures, 
not to ſpeak of the envy and the ſighs it 
occaſions (which is very often the prin- 
cipal charm to the wearer) one is forced 
to confeſs, that there is need of an un- 
common underſtanding, to reſiſt the 
temptation of pleaſing friends and mor- 
_ tifying rivals; and that it is natural to 
young people to fall into a folly, which 


betrays them to that want of money, 
_ to 
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that they could clear no other way, but 
by the torfeit of their honour, and which 
they never couid have contratt-d, if the 
reſp-& the multitude p ys to habits, was 
fixed by law, only to a particular colour 
or cut of plain cloth. Theſe reflec- 
too melancholy. I will make hafte to 
put them out of your head by the farce 
of relics, with which | have been enter - 
tained in all Romiſh churches. 


theſe follies. 1 have ſeen here, in the 
principal church, a large piece of the 
Croſs ſet in jewels, and the point of the 
ſpear, which, they told me, very gravely, 
was the fame chat pierced the ſide of our 
Saviour. But I was particularly diverted 
in a little Roman catholic church which 
a as; + 
C2 
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that region are mot very ricd, and con- 
ſequentl / cannot adorn their images in fo 
rich a mazner as their neighbours. For 
not to be quite deſtitute of all finery, they 
have dreſſed up an image of our Saviour 7 
over the altar, in a fair full-bottomed 
wig, very well powdered. I imagine I 
ſee your ladyſhip ſtare at this article, of 
which you very much doubt the vera- 
city ; but, upon my word, I have not 
yet made uſe of the privilege of a travel- 
ler, and my whole account is written 
with the fame plain fincerity of heart, 
with which I affure you that I am, dear 
Madam, your &c. &c. 


LET- 


( 21 ] 
LETTER VL 
To Mrs. P. —— 


R:tiſbon, Aug. 30, O. S. 1716. 
I HAD the pleaſure of receiving 

yours, but the day before I left Lon- 
don. I give you a thouſand thanks for 
your good wiſhes, and have ſuch an opi- 
nion of their efficacy, that, I am per- 
ſuaded, I owe, in part, to them the 
good luck of having proceeded fo far on 
my long journey without any ill accident. 
For | don't reckon it any, to have been 
ſtopped, a few days, in this town by a 
cold, fince it has not only given me an 
opportunity of ſceing all that is curious 
in it, but of making ſome acquaintance 
with the ladies, who have all been to ſee 
me with great civility, particularly 
| ZH Meademe 
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Madame , the wife of our King's 
envoy from Hanover. Ste has carried 
me to all the aſſemblies, and 1 have been 
magnificencly entertained at her houſe, 
which is one of the fineit here. You 
know that all the nobility of this place 
are Envoys from different States. Here 
are a great number of them, and they 
might pals their time agreeably enough, 
if they were leſs delicate on the point of ce- 
remony. Eur in'iead of joining in the de- 
ſign of making the town as pleaſant to one 
another as they can, and improving their 
other way, than with perpetual quarrels, 
which they take care to eternize, by leav- 
ing them to their ſueceſſurs, and an envoy 
to Ratiſbon receives, regularly, half a 
of his employment. You may be fure 
the ladies are not wanting, on their fide, 

in 
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w coerfhing and mproving theſe impor- | 
ta. +4: civide the town al- 

= WS: { {00-25 -*IA0Y parties, as there are 
fan { hey chuſe rather to ſuffer tie 
me mn of ſitting almoſt alone on 
th⸗ bol. nights, than to recede one 

jat ire err pretenſions. have not been 
here above a week, and yct I have heard 
from almoſt every one of them, the whole 
hiſtory of their wrongs, and dreadful com- 
plaints of the injuſtice of their neighbours, 
in hopes to draw me to their party. But 
I think it very prudent to remain neuter, 
though if I was to ſtay amongſt them, 
there would be no poſſibility of continu- 
that they will not be civil to thoſe that 
of theſe everlaſting diſputes, turns entire 
ly upon rank, place, and the title of Ex- 
cellency, which they all pretend to, and 
C 4 what 
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what is very hard, will give it to no 
body. For my part I could not forbear 
adviſing them (for the public good) to 
give the title of Excellency to every body, 
which would include the receiving it 
from every body ; but the very mention 
of ſuch a diſhonourable peace, was re- 
ceived with as much indignation, as 
Mrs. Blackaire did the motion of a refe- 
rence. And indeed, I began to think 
myſelf ill-natured, to offer to take from 
them, in a town where there are ſo few di- 
verſions, fo entertaining an amuſement. 
I know that my peaceable diſpoſition 
already gives me a very ill figure, and 
that tis publicly whiſpered as a piece of 
unpertinent pride in me, that I have 
hitherto been faucily civil to every body, 
as if I thought no body good enough to 
_ quariel with. I ſhould be obliged to 
change m behaviour, it I did not in- 

| tend 
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tend to purſue my journey in a ſc days. 
I have been to fee the churches here, and 
had the permiſſion of touching the relics, 
which was never ſuffered in places where 
] was not known. I had, by this pri- 
vilege, the opportunity of making an 
obſervation, which 1 doubt not might 
have been made in all the other churches, 
that the emeralds and rubies which they 
ſhow round their relics and images, are 
moſt of them falſe ; though they tell 
you that many of the Creſſes and Mado- 
nas, ſet round with theſe ſtones, have 
been the gifts of Emperors and other great 
Princes. I don't doubt indeed but they 
were at firſt jewels of value; but the 
good fathers have found it convenient to 
apply them to other uſes, and the people 
are juſt as well fatisfed with bits of glaſs 
amongſt theſe relics. They ſhewed me 
2 prodigious claw ſet in gold, which 

they 
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they called the claw of a Griffin, and I 
could not forbear aſking the Reverend 
Prieſt that ſhewed it, whether the Griffin 
was a Saint? The queſtion almo:! put 
him beſide his gravity ; but he anſwered, 
they only kept it as a curiolty. I was 
very much fcandalized at a large ſilver 
image of the Trinity, where the Falber 
is repreſented under the figure of a de- 
crepit old man, with a beard down to 
holding in his arms the San, fixed on the 
Croſs, and the Hay Ghoſt, in the ſhape 
of a dove hovering over him. Madam 

is come this minute to call me 
to the afſembly, and forces me to tell 


you very abruptly, that I am ever your, 
&c. &c. 


LET. 
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LETTER VI. 


To the Counteſ of ————. 


Vienna, Sept. 3, O. S. 1716. 
AM now, my dear fifter, ſafely ar- 
rived at Vienna, and I thank God, 


have not at all ſuffered in my health, nor 


(what is dearer to me, in that of my 
child, by all our fatigues. We travelied 
by water from Ratiſbon, a journey per- 
fectly agreeable, down the Danube, in 
one of thoſe little veſſels, that t hey, very 
properly, call wooden houſes, having in 
them all the conveniencies of a palace, 
ſtoves in the chambers, kite hes. &c. 
they are rowed by twelve nn cach, and. 
move with fuch an iner e f if, eſs, 
that in the ſame day vou ve the pt 
ſure of a vaſt variety of pen, 


Wulle 
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within the ſpace of a few hours you have 
the pleaſure of ſeeing a populous city, 
aJorned with magnificent palaces, and 
pear diſtant from the commerce of 
mankind, the banks of the Danube be- 
fields of corn, large cities and ruins of 
antient caſtles. I faw the great towns of 
of the [mperial Court, when Vienna was 
honour of being the Emperor's reſidence, 
did not at all anſwer my expeCtation, nor 
idras of it, being much Ixſs than I ex- 
| pefied to find it; the ſtreets are very 
clofe, and fo narrow, one cannot obſerve 
the fine fronts of the palaces, though 
many of them very well deſerve obſerva- 
tion, being truly magnificent, They 
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are all built of ſine white ſtone, and are 
exceſſire high. For as the town is tou 
lttle for the number of the people, that 
deſire to live in it, the builders ſeem to 
have projected to repair that misfortune, 
by clapping one town on the top of an- 
other, moſt cf the houſes being of five, 
and fome of them of ſix ſtories. You 
being fo narrow, the rooms are extreme- 
much more intolerable in my opinion, 
there is no houſe has ſo few as five or ſiæ 
greateſt ladies, and even of the mĩnĩſ ers 
from that of a taylor or ſhoe maker, 
and I know no body that has above two 
floors in any houſe, one for their own 
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out the reſt of them, to whoever will 
take them, and thus the great ſtairs 
(which are all of tone) are as common 
and as dirty as the ftreet. Lis true, 
when you have once travelled through 
them, nothing can be more fur;rifingly 
magnificent than the apartments. They 
are commonly a ſuite of eight or ten large 
rooms, all inlaid, the doors and win- 


furniture ſuch as is ſeldom ſeen in the 
palaces of ſovereign princes in other 
ed with hangings of the fineſt tapeſtry of 
Bruffels, prodigious large look ing glaſſes 
in ſilver frames, fine japan tables, beds, 
the richeſt Genoa damaſk or velvet, almoit 
"covered wich gold- lace or embrotdery. 
All this is made gay by pictures and vaſt 
jars of japan china, and large luſires of 


rock 


P 
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rack cryſtal. I have already had the 
honour of being invited to dinner by ſe- 
veral of the ficit people of quality, and 
I muſt do them the juſtice to ſay, the 
good taſte and magnificence of their 
tables very well anſwer to that of their 
furniture. I have been more than once 
entertained with fiſty diſhes of meat, 
all ferved in ſilver, and well dreſſed; 
the deffert proportionable, ſerved in 
the fineſt china. But the variety 
and richneſs of thcir wines, is what 
appears the molt furprizing. The con- 
ſtant way is, to lay a lift of their names 
upon the pl:tes of the gueſts along with 
the napkins, and I have counted feveral 
times, to the number of cighteen different 
forts, all exquĩſite in their kinds. I was 
yeſterJay at Count Schoombourn, the vice- 
chancelior's garden, where I was invited 
to dinner. I muſt own, I never faw a 


place 
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place fo perfectly delightful as the Faux- 
Fa:rg of Vienna. It is very large, and 
almoſt wholly compoſed of delicious pa- 
laces. If the Emperor found it proper 
to permit the gates of the town to be laid 
open, that the Fauxbourgs might be 
Joined to it, he would have one of the 
largeſt and beit built cities in Europe. 
Count Schoondourn's villa is one of the 
brocades, fo well fancied and fitted up, 
nothing can look more gay and ſplen- 
did not to ſpeak of a gallery, full of 
rarities of coral, mother of pearl, and 
throughout the whole houſe a profuſion 
of gilding, carving, fine paintings, the 
molt beautiful porcelain, ſtatues of ala- 
baſter and ivory, and vaſt orange and 
lemon trees in gilt pots. The dinner 
was perfectly fine and well ordered, and 
mad fill more agreeable by the good 
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humour of the Count. I have not yet 
been at court, being forced to ſtay for my 
gown, without which there is no waiting 
on the Empreſs ; though I am not wich- 
out great impatience to ſee a beauty that 
has been the admiration of ſo many diffe- 
rent nations. When I have had that 
honour, I will not fail to let you know 
my real thoughts, always taking a par- 
ticular pleaſure in communicating them 
to my dear ſiſter. 


Vor. I. D- 
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LETTER vm. 


To Mr. f. 


iu, Sept. 14, O. 8. 
DERH APS you'll hugh at me, 
| for thanking you very gravely for 
me. *Tis certain that I may, if I pleaſe, 
take the fine things you fay to me for 
wit and raillery, and, it may be, it 
would be taking them right. But I 

never, in my life, was half fo well diſ- 
| poſed to take you in earneſt, as I am at 
preſent, and that diſtance which makes 
the continuation of your friendſhip im- 
probable, has very much encreaſed my 
faith in it. I find that I have (as well as 
the reſt of my fex) whatever face I fer 
ent, à firong diſpoſition to believe in 


miracles. 
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miracles. Don't fancy, however, that 
I am infected by the air of theſe popiſh 
tountrics ; J have, indeed, fo far wan- 
dered from the diſcipline of the church 
of England, as to have been haſt 
Sunday at the opera, which was per- 
formed in the garden of the Favorita, 
and | was fo much pleaſed with it, I 
have not yet repented my ſeeing it. No- 
thing of that kind ever was more mag - 
nificent ; and I can eaſily believe, what 
I] am told, that the decorations and ha- 
bits coſt the Emperor thirty thouſand 
pounds ſterling. The ſtage was built 
over a very large canal, and at the be- 
ginning of the ſecond act, divided into 
two parts, diſcovering the water, on which 
there immediately came, from different 
parts, two flerts of little gilded veſſels, that 
gave the repreſentation of a naval fight. 
It is not eaſy to ĩmagine the brauty of 

D 2 chis 
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of. Bur all the reſt were perfectly fine 
in their kind. The ftory of the Opera 
is the Enchantment of Alcina, which 
gives opportuni':cs for great variety of 
machincs and changes of the ſcenes, 
which are per ned with a furprizing 
failineſs. The theatre is fo large that 
tis hard to carry the eye to the end of 
it, and the habits in the utmoſt magni- 
ficence to the number of one hundred 
and eight. No houſe could hold fuch 
large decorations ; but the ladies all fit- 
ting in the open air, expoſes them to 
great inconveniencies ; for there is but 
the firſt night it was repreſented, a 
ſhower of rain happening, the opera 
was broke off, and the company crouded 
away in fuch confuſion, that I was al- 
. 
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opera's are thus delightfol, their come- 


dies are, in as high a degree, ridicu- 
lous. They have but one play-houſe, 
where I had the curiofity to go to a Ger- 
man comedy, and was very glad it hap- 
pened to be the ſtory of Amphitrion. As 
that ſubje& has been already handled by 
a Latin, French and Engliſh poet, I 
was Curious to ſee what an Auſtrian au- 
thor would make of it. I underſtand 
enough of that language to comprehend 
the greateſt part of it, and beſides I took 
with me a lady that had the goodneſs to 


explain to me every word. The way is 


to take a box, which holds four, for 


yourſelf and company. The fixed 


price is a gold ducat. I thought the 
houſe very low and dark; but I confeſs. 


the comedy admirably recompenſed that 
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love out of a peep-hole in the clouds, 


and ended with the birth of Hercules. 
you no ſooner faw him under the figure 
of Anpbitrion, but inſtead of flying to 
puts into his mouth, he fends for Am- 
Phitrion's taylor, and cheats him of 2 
laced coat, and his banker of a bag of 
money, a Jew of a diamond ring, and 
beſpeaks a great ſupper in his name; and 
the greateſt part of the comedy turns 
upon poor Amphatrion's being tormented 
by theſe people for the ic debts. Mercury 
uſes Sofia in the fam: manner. But I 
could not eaſily pardon the liberty the 
poet has taken of larding his play with, not 
words as I don't think our mob would 


wo 


1391 
two Sofia's very fairly let down their 
breeches in the direct view of the boxes, 
which were full of people of the firſt 


fies at leaving the room when the viſit 
has been too long already. 
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LETTER N. 


To the Counteks of —— 


Vienna, Sept. 14, O. S. 

HOU GH I have fo lately troub- 
| led you, my dear fiſter, with a long 
letter, yet I will keep my promiſe in 

giving you an account of my firſt going 
to Court. In order to that ceremony, 
I: was ſqueezed up in a gown, and 
adorned with a Gorget and the other im- 
plements thereunto belonging, a dreſs 
very inconvenient, but which certainly 
ſhows the neck and ſhape to great ad- 
vantage. I cannot forbear giving you 
ſome deſcription of the faſhions here, 
which are more monſtrous and contrary 
to all common ſenſe and reafon, than tis 
poſlible for you to imagine. They build 
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certain fabrics of gauſe on their heads, 
about a yard high, conliſting of three or 
four ſtories fortifi:d with numberlefs 
yards of heavy ribbon. The foundation 
of this ſtructure is a thing they call a 
Bourle, which is exactly of the ſame ſhape 
and kind, but about four times as big 
as thoſe rolls our prudent milk-maids 
make uſe of to fix their pails upon. This 
machine they cover with their own hair, 
which they mix with a great deal of fa fe, 
it being a particular beauty to have their 
heads too large to go into a moderate 
tub. Their hair is prodigiouſly powder- 
ed to conceal the mixture, and fet out 
with thre: or four rows of bodkir.s (won- 
derfully large, that ſtick out two or three 
inches from their hair) made of dia- 
monds, pearls, red, green and yellow 
ſtones, that it certainly requires as much 
art and experience to carry the lead up- 
right, 
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right, as to dance upon May-day with 


You may eaſily ſuppoſe how this extra- 


ordinary dreſs ſets off and improves the 
mighty has been pleaſed to endow them, 
generally ſpeaking. Even the lovely 
Empreſs herſelf is obliged to comply, 
in ſome degree, with theſe abſurd fa- 
 ſhions, which they would not quit for all 


and then all the. other ladies were per- 
mitted to come and make their court. 
I was perſectiy charmed with the Em- 


large, but have a lively look full of 


ſweetneſs; her complexion the fineſt 1 


the world. I had a private audience (ac- 
cording to ceremony} of half an hour, 


preſs; I cannot however tell you that 
her features are regular; her eyes are not 


1 
ever ſaw; her noſe and forchead well 
made, hut her mouth has ten thouſand 
charms, that touch the foul. When ſhe 
ſmiles, tis with a beauty and ſweetneſs, 
that forces adoration. She has a vaſt 
quantity of fine fair hair; but then her 
perſon! one muſt ſpeak of it poetically 
to do it rigid juſtice; all that the poets, 
| have faid of the mien of Juno, the air of 
Venus, come not up to the truth. The 
Graces move with her ; the famous ſta- 
tue of Medicis was not formed with more 
delicate proportions; nothing can be add- 
ed to the beauty of her neck and hands. 
Till I aw them, I cid not believe there 
were any in nature fo perfect, and I was 
almoit forry that my rank here did not 
permit me to kiſs them; but they are 
waits on her, pays that homage at their 
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When the ladies were come in, ſhe fat 
down to Quizze. I could not play ata 


game I had never ſeen before, and ſhe or- 
dered me a ſeat at her right hand, and had 
the goodneſs to talk to me very much, 
with that grace fo natural to her. I ex- 
pected every moment, when the men 
were to come in to pay their court ; but 
this drawing-room is very different from 
that of England ; no man enters it but 
the grand maſter, who comes in to ad- 
vertiſe the Empreſs of the approach of 
the Emperor. His Imperial Majeſty did 
me the honour of ſpeaking to me in a 
very obliging manner, but he never 
ſpeaks to any of the other ladies, and the 
whole paſſes with a gravity and air of ce- 
in it. The Empreſs Amelia, dowager 
of the late Emperor Joſeph, came this 
evening to wait on the reigning Empreſs, 

: llowed 
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followed by the two arch-ducheſſes her 
daughters, who are very agreeable young 
roſe and went to meet her at the door of 
the room, after which ſhe was ſeated in 
an armed chair next the Empreſs, and 
in the fame manner at ſupper, and there 
the men had the permiſſion of paying 
their court. The arch-ducheſſes fat on 
table was entirely ſerved and all the 
diſhes fer on by the Empreſſes maids of 
honour, which are twelve young ladies 
of the firſt quality. They have no fala- 
ry, but their chamber at court, where 
they live in a fort of confinement, not 
being ſuffered to go to the aſſemblies or 
public places in town, except in compli- 
ment to the wedding of a fiſter maid, 
whom the Empreſs always preſents wich 
a The three 
Py 
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firſt of them are called Ladies of the R 
and wear gold keys by their fides ; but 
what I find moſt pleaſant, is the cuſtom, 
which obliges them as long as they live, 
after they have left the Emprefs's fer- 
vice, to make her fome preſent every 
year on the day of her feaſt. Her ma- 
jeſty is ſerved by no married women but 
the Grand? Maitreſſe, who is generally 2 
widow of the firſt quality, always very 
old, and is at the fame time groom of the 
ele and mother of the maids. The 
dreſſers are not, at all, in the figure 
they pretend to in England, being 
looked upon no otherwiſe than as down- 
right chamber-maids. I had an audi- 
a princeſs of great virtue and goodneſs, 
but who piques herſelf too much on a 
violent devotion, She is perpetually 
— G7 pen- 
9 nance, 
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thing to deſerve them. She has the 
fame number of maids of honour, whom 
ſhe ſuffers to go in colours ; but ſhe her- 
ſelf never quits her mourning ; and fure 
nothing can be more diſmal than the 
mourning here, even for a brother. 
There is not the leaſt bit of linen to be 
ſeen ; all black crape inſtead of it. The 
neck, ears and fide of the face are cover- 
ed with a plaited piece of the ſame ſtuff, 
and the face that peeps out in the midſt 
of it, looks as if it were pilloried. The 
widows wear over and above, a crape 
fore head cloth, and in this folemn 
weed, go to all the public places of di- 
verſion without ſcruple. The next day 
I] was to wait on the Empreſs Amelia, 
who is now at her palace of retirement, 
half a mile from the town. I had there 
the pleaſure of ſeeing a diverſion wholly 
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new to me, but which is the common 
amuſement of this court. The Empreſs 
herſelf was ſeated on a little throne at the 
end of the fine alley in her garden, and 
on each fide of her were ranged two 
partics of her ladies of quality, headed 
by two young arch ducheſſes, all dreſſed 
in their hair, full of jewels, with fine 
light guns in their hands, ard at proper 
diſtances were placed three oval pictures, 
which were the marks to be ſhot at. The 
firit was that of a Curim, filling a bum- 
per of Burgundy, and the motto, *T:s 
« eaſy is be valiant bere.”* The ſecond a 
FoxTuxE holding a garland in her hand, 
the motto, Fir ber whom Fortune fa- 
« cours.” The third was a SworD 
with a laurel wreath on the point, the 
motto, Here is no ſhame to the van- 
«« quifbed.” —Near the Empreſs was a 
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made of little crooks, on which were 
pets, ribbons, laces, &c. for the ſmall 
her own hand, which was a fine ruby 
ring ſet round with diamonds in a gold 
ſnuff box. There was for the ſecond, a 
little Cupid ſet with brilliants, and beſides 
theſe a ſet of fine china for the tea table, 
many gallantries of the fame nature. All 
the men of quality at Vienna were ſpec- 
tators; but the ladies only had permiſ- 
ſion to ſhoot, and the arch-ducheſfs 
Amelia carried off the firſt prize. I was 
very well pleaſed with having ſeen this 
entertainment, and I do not know but it 


might make as good a figure as the 
prize ſhooting in the Eneid, if I could 
write as well as Virgil. This is the fa- 
vourite pleaſure of the Emperor, and 
there 


Vor. I. 
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there is rarely a week without ſome feaſt 
of this kind, which makes the 
Indies ſkilful enough to defend a fort. 
They laughed very much to ſee me afraid 
to handle a gun. My dear ſiſter, you 
will eaſily pardon an abrupt concluſion. 
I believe by this time you are ready to 

think I ſhall never conclude at all. 


LE T- 
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LETTER X. 
To the Lady R——. 


Vienna, Sept. 20, 1716. O. S. 

AM extremely rejoiced, but not at 
all furprized, at the long, delightful 
letter, you have had the goodneſs to ſend 
me. I know that you can think of an 
abſent friend even in the midſt of a 
court, and you love to oblige, where 
you can have no view of a return, and I 
expect from you that you ſhould love 
me, and think of me, when you don't 
ſee me. I have compaſſion for the mor- 
little, old friend, and I pity her much 
more, fince I know, that they are, 
only, owing to the barbarous cuſtoms of 
our country. Upon my word, if ſhe 
Ks - were 


But ſuch are the fights I ſee every day, 


and I don't perceive any body ſurpriaed 
at them but myſelf. A woman till five 


and thirty, is only looked upon as a raw 
girl, and can poſſibly make no noiſe in 
the world till about forty. I don't know 
what your ladyſhip may think of this 
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of too many Engliſh ladies, Jong fince 
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matter, but tis a conſiderable comfort 


know there is upon earth ſuch a 
—————— —— and I am con- 
be inſignĩſicant at preſent, in the 
— returning when I am fit to ap- 
"ow I cannot help k- 
ds 6 the pitiful caſe 
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that of their huſbands. 
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But what you'll think very odd, the 
two feds tbat divide our whole na- 
tion of petticoats, are vucrly unknown 
in this place. Here are neither Coquettes 
nor Prudes. No woman dares appear 
coquette enough to encourage two lovers. 
at a time. And | have not ſeen any 
fuch prudes, as ro pretend fidelity to 
their huſbands, who are certainly the 
beſt natured ſet of people in the world, 
and look upon their wives* gallants as 
favourably, as men do upon their depu- 
ties, that take the troubleſome part of 
their buſineſs off their hands. They 
have not however the lefs to do on that 
account; for they are generally depu- 
ties in another place themſelves ; in one 
word, tis the eftabliſhed cuſtom for 
every lady to have two huſbands, one 
that bears the name, and another that 

performs 
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ments are fo well known, that it would 
be a downright affront, and publickly 
reſented, if you invited a woman of qua- 
lity to dinner, without, at the ſame time, 
inviting her two attendants of lover and 
huſband, between whom the fits in ſtate 
with great gravity. The ſab-marriages 
generally laſt twenty years together, and 
the lady often commands the poor lover's 
eſtate, even to the utter ruin of his fa- 
as ſeldom begun by any real paſſion, as 
other matches ; for a man makes but an 
M figure that is not in fome commerce 
of this nature, and a woman looks out 
for a lover as ſoon as ſhe's married, as 


could not be genteel, and the firſt ar- 
ticle of the treaty is eſtabliſhing the pen- 
fion, which remains to the lady, 9 

E 4 
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the gallant ſhould prave inconftane. 
This chargeable point of honour, I look 
upon as the real foundation of ſo many 
wonderful inſtances of conſtancy. I 
really know ſeveral women of the firſt 
quality, whoſe penſions are as well 
known as their annual rents, and yet no 
body eſteems them the lefs ; on the con- 
trary, their diſcretion would be called in 
queſtion it they ſhould be ſuſpected to be 
miſtreſſes for nothing. A great part of 
their emulation conſiſts in trying who 
ſhall get moſt; and haviog no in- 
trigue at all is ſo far a diſgrace, that 
PI affure you, a lady who is very much 
my friend here, told me but yeſterday, 
how much I was obliged to her for juſti- 
fying my conduct in a converſation relat- 
ing to me, where it was publickly af- 
ſerted, that I could not poſſibly have 
common ſenſe, fince I had been in town 

above 
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above a fortnight, and had made no 
My friend pleaded for me that my ftay 
was uncertain, and ſhe believed that 
was the cauſe of my ſeeming ſtupidity, 
and this was all ſhe could find to fay in 
ſanteſt adventures I ever met in my life, 
was laſt night, and it will give you a juſt 
idea, in what a delicate manner the 
Belles paſſions are managed in this coun- 
try. I was at the aſſembly of the Coun- 
teſs of , and the young Count of 
me how long I was to ſtay at Vienna; 
power to determine it. Well, Madam, 
(faid he) whether your time here is to be 
longer or ſhorter, I think you ought to 
pals it agreeably, and to that end you 
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mult engage in a little affair of the 


beart. My heart, (anſwered I grave- 
ly enough) does not engage very eafily, 
and I have no deſign of parting with it. 
I fee, Madam, (faid he fighing) by the ill 
nature of that anſwer, 1 am not to hope 
for it, which is a great mortification to 
however, I am ftill devoted to your ſer- 
vice, and fince I am not worthy of en- 
tertaining you myſelf, do me the honour 
of letting me know, whom you like beſt 
amongſt us, and I'll engage to manage 
the affair entirely to your fatisfaCtion. 
You may judge in what manner I ſhould 
have received this compliment in my 
own country ; but I was well enough ac- 
quainted with the way of this, to 
know that he really intended me an 
obligation, and I thanked him with a 
very grave curtſey, for his zeal to ſerve 
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me, and only aſſured him, I had no oc- 
caſion to make uſe of it. Thus you fee, 
my dear, that gallantry and good breed- 
ing are as different, in different climates, 
as morality and religion. Who have the 
righteſt notions of both, we ſhall never 
bow ll Ge Day of Joon, tor 
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LETTER XI. 


To Mn. J»**%  - 


Vienna, Sept. 26, O. S. 1716. 


Was never more agreeably furpriz 

„ 
a peculiar mark e 
tell you ſo, and I can aſſure you, that if 
I loved you one grain · leſs tin 1 do, I 
ſhould be very forry to ſee it ſo diverting 
as it is. The mortal averſion I have to 
writing makes me tremble at the thoughts 


of a new correſpondent, and I believe. I | | 


London acquaintance by refuſing to hear 


they intended to ſend me very entertain- 


ing letters. But I had rather loſe the 
pleaſure of reading ſeveral witty things, 
than 


diſobliged no leſs than a dozen of my 


from them, though I did verily think 
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than be forced to write many ſtupid ones. 


Yer in ſpite of theſe conſiderations, I am 
Charmed with the proof of your friend- 
{ hip, and beg a continuation of the 
ſame goodneſs, though I fear the dul- 
nels of this will make you immediately 
repent of it. It is not from Auſtria that 
one can write with vivacity, and I am 
already infected with the phlegm of the 
country. Even their amours and their 


long fince two coaches meeting in a nar- 

. Ow ſtæcet at night, the ladies in them 
not being able to adjuſt the ceremonial of 

which ſhould go back, fat there with 
equal gallantry till two in the morning, 
and were both. fo fully determined to die 
upon the ſpot rather than yield, in a point 
of 
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of that importance, that the ſtreet would 
never have been cleared till their deaths, 
if the Emperor had not fent his guards 
to part them, and even then they refuſed 
to ſtir, till the expedient could be found 
out, of taking them both out in chairs, 
exactly in the fame moment. Aſter the 
ladies were agreed, it was with ſome dif- 
ficulty, that the paſs was decided be- 
tween the two coachmen, no lefs tena- 
cious of their rank than the ladies. This 
paſſion is ſo omnipotent in the breaſts of 
never die, but they are ready to break 
an end to their rank, no widows having 
any place at Vienna. The men are not 
much leſs touched with this point of 
honour, and they don't only ſcorn to 
marry, but even to make love to any 
woman of a family not as illuſtrious as 


2 their 


r 
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their own, and the pedigree is much 
more confidered by them, than either 
the complexion or features of their mif- 
treſſes. Happy are the She's that can 
of the Empire ; they have neither occa- 
ſion for beauty, money, nor good con- 
duct to get them huſbands. *Tis true as 
to money, tis ſeldom any advantage to 
the man they marry ; the laws of Auſtria 
confine the woman's portion to two. 
thouſand florins (about two hundred 
pounds Engliſh) and whatever they have 
beſide, remains in their own poſſeſſion 
and diſpoſal. Thus here are many ladies 
are however obliged to allow them pin- 
money agreeable to their quality; and I 
attribute to this conſiderable branch of 
prerogative, the liberty that they take 
upon other occaſions. I am ſure you, 
| that 


mn . N 
"—_— 
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after, this, tell you how agreeably time 


1 | know as well 


as I do the taſte of, 


Yours, &c. &c. 


Vor. I. F LE T- 
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LETTER XI. 
To the Lady X. 


Vienna, Oct. 1, O. S. 1716. 
OU defire me, Madam, to fend 
you fome accounts of the cuſtoms 
here, and at the fame time a deſerip- 
tion of Vienna. I am always willing to 
obey your commands, but you muſt, 
upon this occaſion, take the will fer the 
deed. If I ſhould undertake to tell you 
all the particulars, in which the man- 
ners here differ from ours, I muſt write 
a whole quite of the dulleſt ſtuff that 
ever was read, or printed without being 
read. Their dreſs agrees with the French 
or Engliſh in no one article, but wearing, 
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decent for a widow ever to wear green 
or roſe colour, but all the other ga eſt 
colours at her own diſcretion. The aſ- 
ſemblies hcre are the only regular diver- 
fion, the opera's b. ing always at court, 
and commonly on ſome particular occa- 
fron. Madam Nabulin has the aſſembly 
conſtantly every night at her houſe ; and 
the cther ladies, whenever they have a 
mind to difplay the magnificence of their 
apartments, or oblige a friend by com- 
plimenting them on the day of their Saint, 
they declare, that on fuch a day the 
aſſembly ſhall be at their houſe in honcur 
of the feaſt of the Count or Counteſs — 
fuch a one. Theſe days are called days 
of Gala, and all the friends or relations 
of the lady, whoſe Saint it is, are oblig- 
ed to appear in their beſt cloaths and all 
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mality of being preſented. The com- 
pany are entertained with ice in ſeveral 
forms, winter and ſummer ; afterwards 
they divide into ſeveral parties of ombre, 
piquett, or converſation, all — 
hazard being forbid. 


Il faw tother day the Cala for Count 


ill fancied. They embroider the richeſt 
their cloaths expenſive enough, that is 
all the taſte they ſhew in them. On 
other days the general dreſs is a ſcarf, and 
what you pleaſe under . 


Nut now I am ſpeaking of Vienna, I 
am ſure you expect I ſhould fay ſome- 


never in my life ſaw fo many fine cloaths 


| 
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thing of the convents; they are of all 
| forts and fizes, but | am b-ft pleaſed 
with that of &. Lawrence, where the caſe 
and neatneſs they ſeem to live with, ap- 
pears to me much more edifying than 
thoſe ſtrifter orders, where perpetual 
pennance and naſtineſſes muſt breed dif- 
content and wretchedneſs. The nuns 
are all of quality. I think there are to 
the number of fifty. They baye each 
of them, a little cell perfeftly clean, the 
walls of which are covered with pictures, 
more or leſs fine, according to their 
quality. A long white ſtone gallery runs 
by all of them, furniſhed with the pic- 
tures of exemplary ſiſters ; the chapel 
is extremely neat and "richly adorned. 
But I could not forbear laughing at their 
ſhewing me a wooden head of our Sa- 
viour, which they affured me, ſpoke, 
ed Ana 

"mY | proof 


170 
proof of it, bid me remark his mouth, 


which had been open ever fince. No- 


| thing can be more becoming than the 
dreſs of theſe nuns. It is a white robe, 
the ſiceves of which are turned up with 
fine white callico, and their head dreſs 
the ſame, excepting a ſmall veil of black 
crape that falis behind. They have a 
lower {ort of ſerving nuns, that wait on 
them as their chamber-maids. They re- 
ccive all viſits of women, and play at 
ombre in their chambers with permiſſion 
of their Abbe's, which is very eaſy to be 
obtained. I never ſaw an old woman fo 
good-natured; ſhe is near fourſcote, and 
yer ſhews very little fign of decay, being 
ſtill lively and chearful. She careſſed 
me as if I had been her daughter, giving 
me ſome pretty things of her own work, 

and ſweermeats in abundance. The 
grate is not one of the moſt rigid; it is 
0 


* * 
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not very hard to put a head through; 


and I don't doubt but a man, a little 


more fi-ader than crd!:zry, might 
ſqueeze in bis ran. The young 
Count of C:/amis came to the grate, 
while I was there, and the A bbeſs gave 
him her hand to kits. Eut l was iur- 
priſed to find here, the only beautiful 
young woman 1 have ſcen at Vienna, 
and agrecablc, of a great family, and 
who had been the admiration of the 
town. I could not forbear ſhewing my 
furprize at ſceing a nun like her. She 
made me a thouſand obliging compli- 
ments, and dcfired me to come often. 


It will be an infinite plraſure to me (faid 


the, ſighing) but I avoid, with the great- - 


eſt care, ſering any of my former ac- 


quaintance, and whenever they come to 
eur convent, I lock myſfe'f in my cell. 
BD = Job- 
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I obſerved tears come into her eyes, 
which touched me extremely, and I be- 
gan to talk to her in that ſtrain of tender 
not own to me, that ſhe is not perſectiy 
happy. I have fince endeavoured to 
learn the real cauſe of her reticement, 
without being able to get any other ac- 
count, but that every body was ſurpriz- 
ed at it, and nobody gueſſed the reaſon. 
1 have been ſeveral times to ſe her; but 


had A ro Weak Ca- 
tholic religion, as fince I fee the miſery 
1 
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är 
4 and then che groſs ſuperſtition - 
of the common peopic, who are fome or 
dits of candle to the wooden figures, 
that are ſet up almoſt in every ſtreet. 
proceiions | ſee very often are a 
1 as offenfive and apparently 
contracictory ta common ſenſe, as the 
pagods of China. God knows whether it 
r 
that works in me, EI > 
fore, was ſuch zeal againſt popery in 
heart of, 


LE T. 
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LETTER MI 
To Mr. ——. 


Fiene, Oct. 1c, O. S. 1716. 


DESERVE not all the reproaches 
you make me. If I have been fome 
time without anfwering your letter, it is 
not,. that I don't kno how many 
thanks are due to you for it; or that I 
am ſtupid enough to prefer ary amuſe- 
ments, to the pleaſure of hearing from 
you; but after the profeſſions of eſteem 


you have fo obiigingly made me, I can- 


not help delaying, as long as I can, 
ſhewing you, that you are miſtaken. If 
| you are ſincere, when you fay, you ex- 
pect to be extremely entertained by my 
letters, | ought to be mortified at the 
difappointmcat that I am fure you will 
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receive, when you hear from me; tha 
I have done my beſt endeavours to find 
out ſumething worth writing to you. 1 
have ſen every thing that was to be ſeen 
with a very diligent curiofity. Here are 
fome fine villa's, particularly, the late 
Prince of Lichtenftein's ; but the ſtatues 
are all modern, and the pictures not of 
the firſt hands. *Tis true, the Emperor 
has ſome of great value. I was yeſter - 
day to ſce the repoſitory, which they call 
his Treaſure, where they ſcem to have 
been more diligent in amaſſing a great 
quantity of things, than in the choice of 
them. I fpent above five hours there, 
and yet there were very few things that 
ſtopped me long to conſider them. But 
the number is prodigious, being a very 
long gallery filled, on both fides, and 
five large rooms. There is a vaſt quan- 
ticy of paintings, amongſt which are 
ny 
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lhuable pictures are a few of Corvegio, 
| thoſe of Titias being at the Feverits. 


The cabinet of jewels did not appear 
o me fo rich as I expected to fee it. 
They ſhewed me here a cup, about the 
fize of a tea diſh, of one entire emerald, 
which they had fo particular a refpet 
for,- that only the Emperor has the li- 
berty of touching it. There is a large 
cabiner full of curioſities of clock-work, 
only one of which I thought worth ob- 
ſerving, that was a craw fiſh with all 
the motions fo natural, that it was hard 
to diſlinzuiſh it from the life. 


| The next cabinet was a large collec- 

tion of gates, ſome of them extremely 
| beautiful and of an uncommon fize, and 
| ſeveral vaſes of Lapis Lazuli. I was | 
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farprized to fee the cabinet of medals fo 
poorly furniſhed; I did not remark one 
of any value, and they are kept in a 
moſt ridiculous diforder. As to the 


| Antiques, very few of them deſerve that 


name. Upon my faying they were mo- 
dern, I could not forbear laughing at 
the anſwer of the profound antiquary 
that ſhewed them, that they were an- 
cient enough, for to bis knowledge they 
had been there theſe forty years; but the 
next cabinet diverted me yet better, be- 
ing nothing elſe but a parcel of wax ba- 
bies, and toys in ivory, very well worthy 
to be preſented children of five years 
old. Two of the rooms were wholly fill 
ed with theſe trifles of all kinds, ft in 
jewels, amongſt which I was deſired to 
obſerve a crucifix, that they aſſured me 
had ſpoke very wiſcly to the Emperor 
Leopeld. I won't trouble you with a 

9 catalogue 
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nude of ds wt anne but 
I muſt not forget to mention, a ſmall 
piece of loadftone that held up an anchor 
of ſteel too heavy for me to ift. This 
is what I thought moſt curious in the 
whole treaſure. There are ſome few 
heads of ancient ſtatues; but ſeveral of 
them are defaced by modern additions. 
I foreſee that you will be very Little ſatii- 
fied with this letter, and I dare hardly 
aſk you, to be good-natured enough to 
charge the dulneſs of it, on the barren- 
neſs of the ſubzect, and to overlook the 


L ET. 


| 
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LETTER XIV. 
To the Counteſs f.. 


Pragre, Nov. 17, O. S. 1716. 
HOPE my dear ſiſter wants no nes 
proof of my ſincere affeCtion for her: 
but I am fure if you do, I could not 
give you a ſtronger than writing at this 
time, after thrce days, or, more pro- 
perly ſpeaking, three nights and days, 
hard poſt-rravelling.—The kingdom of 
Bohemia is the moſt deſert of any I have 
ſeen in Germany. The villages are fo 
poor, and the poſt-houſes fo miſerable, 
that clean ſtraw and fair water are bleſ- 
fings not always to be met with, and 


detter accommodation not to be hoped 


with me, 1 coul not fometinſes find a 
Place 


([ 8 ] 
place toſetitupin; and I rather choſe 
to travel all night, as cold as it is, wrap- 
ped up in my furs, than go into the 
common ſtoves, which are filled with a 
mixture of all forts of ill ſcents. 


This town was once the royal ſcat of 


the Bohemian King, and is ſtill the 
capital of the kingdom. There are yet 


fome remains of its former ſplendour, 


being one of the largeſt crowns in Ger- 
houſes very cheap. Thoſe people of 


quality who cannot eafily bear the ex- ; 


pence of Vienna, chuſe to refide here, 
all other diverſions, (thoſe of a court ex- 
cepted) at very moderate rates, all 
things being here in great abundance, 


_ the beſt wild fowl] 1 ever 
taſled. 


| 
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LETTER XV. 
_ To the Counteh — 


.  _ . Leipzig, Nov. 21, O. S. 1716. 
BELIEVE, dear fiſter, you will 
cakly forgive my not writing to you 
from Dreſden, as I promiſed, when 1 
tell you, that I never went out of my 
Annen Tou 
with twenty-four hours 
without ſleep or refreſhment (for 1 can 
never ſleep in a coach however fatigued.) 
We paſſed by moon-ſhine, the frigheful 
| precipices that divide Bohemia from 
"Saxony, at the bottom of which runs 
the river Elbe; but I cannot ſay, that 1 
had reaſon to fear drowning in it, being 
perfectly convinced, that in caſe of a 
tumble, 


. 9 Pe 
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tumble, it was utterly impoſſible to 
come alive to the bottom. In many 
places the road is fo narrow, that I could 
not diſcern an inch of ſpace between the 
wheels and the precipice. Yet I was ſo 
good a wife not to wake Mr. W——y, 
who. was faſt aſleep by my fide, to make 
him ſhare in my fears, fince the danger 
was unavoidable, nll I perceived by the 
bright light of the moon, our poſtillions 
nodding on horſe-back, while the horſes 

| were on a full gallop. Then indeed I 
 thoughtit very convenient to call out to 
going. My calling waked Mr. W—y, 
and he was much more ſurprized than 
myſelf at the firuation we were in, and 
aſſured me, that he paſſed the Alps 
ever having gone a road fo dangerous. 
| T have been told finge, that tis common 
G 2 to 


: 

"> find the bodies of travellers in the 
'Elbe, bur thank God that was not our 
deftiny, and we came fafe to Dreſden, 
fo much tired with fear and fatigue, it 
was not poſſible for me to compoſe my- 
elf to write. After paſſing theſe dread- 
ful rocks, Dreſden appeared to me a 
wonderfully agreeable fituation, in a ine 
large place on the banks of the Elbe. I 


fs me fn. and Madam de L- Y 
whom I knew in London, when her huf- 


| band was Miniſter to the King of Po- 


Aland there, She offered me all things in 


we 
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her power to entertain me, and brought 
forme ladies with her, whom the pre- 
ſented to me. The Saxon ladies re- 
ſemble the Auſtrian no more, than the 
Chineſe do thoſe of London ; they are 
very genteely dreſſed after the Engliſh 
and French modes, and have, generally, 
pretty faces, but they are the moſt deter- 
mined Minaudieres in the whole world. 
They would think it a mortal fin againſt 
good breeding, if they either ſpoke or 
moved in a natural manner. They all 
aſſect a little ſoft lifp, and a pretty pitty 
pat ſtep; which female frailties oughe, 
however, to be forgiven them in favour 
of their civility and good nature to 
—_— = ET 


(Hector of Saxony) with fo abfolute a 
had fo much power in that court. They 
tell a pleaſant ſtory of his majeſty's firſt 
declaration of love, which he made in a 
viſit to her, bringing in one hand a bag 
of a hundred thouſand crowns, and in 
the other a horſe-ſhoe, which he ſnapped 
aſunder before her face, leaving her to 
draw the conſequences of ſuch remark- 
able proofs of frength and /iberality. I 
know not which charmed her moſt, but 
. the conſented to leave her huſband and to 
give herſelf up to him entirely, being 
. . divorced publickly, in fuch a manner, 
| dy 
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has refuſed the offer of the continuation 
of a large penſion, and the ſecurity of a 
valt ſum of money ſhe has amaſſed, and 
has, at laſt, provoked the King to con- 
fine her perſon to a caſtle, where ſhe 
endures all the terrors of a firait impri- 
either to threats or promiſes. Her vio- 
lent paſſions have brought her indeed 
put an end to her life. I cannot forbear 
having ſome compaſſion for a woman, 
that ſuffers for a point of honour, how- 
ever miſtaken, eſpecially in a country 
where points of honour are not over ſcru- 


] could have wiſhed Mr. W—y's 


n 
at Dreſden, 


* 


[ 3% ] 
Perhaps I am partial to a town wheie 
_ they profeſs the Proteſtant Religion, but 
every thing ſeemed to me with quite 
another air of politeneſs, than 1 have 


found in other places. Leipfc, where I 
am at preſ-nt, is a town very conſider- 
able for its trade, and I take this oppor- 
tunity of buying page's liveries, gold 
ſtuffs for myſelf, &c. all things of that 
kind being at leaſt double the price at 

Vienna, partly becauſe of the exceſſive 
cuſtorns, and partly through want of 
genius and ĩnduſtry in the people, who 
make no one fort of thing there, fo that 
the ladies are obliged to fend, even for 
their ſhoes, out of Saxony. The fair 
here is one of the moſt conſiderable in 
Germany, and the reſort of all the peo- 
chants. This is alſo a fortified town, 
| but I avoid ever mentioning fortifica- 
tions, 


[90]. | 
tions, being fenſible that I know not 
how to ſpeak of them. I am the more 
ealy under my ignorance, when I reſlect 
that I am fure you'll willingly forgive 
the omiſſion ; for if F made you the moſt 
exact deſcription of all the ravelins and 
baſtions I fee in my travels, I dare ſwear 
you would aſk me what is a ravelin ? and 
what is a baſtion ? 


Adieu, my dear Siſter. 


„„ 


* 


* 
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LETTER Xi. 


To the Countefs f 


Brunſwick, Nov. 23, O. S. 1716, 


tage of being the capital of the Duke of 

Wolfenburtle*s dominions, a family (not 
to ſpeak of its antient honours) illuſtri- 
ous, by having its younger branch on 
the throne of England, and having 
given two Emprefſes to Germany. 
have not forgot to drink your health 
here in Mum, which I think very well 
deſerves its reputation of being the beft 


in the world. This letter is the third I 


have writ to you during my journey 
and I declare to you, that if you don't 


=. 


Hanover, (where I hope to be to night) 


though I know you have more curioſity | 
to heat of that place than any other. 
| 


LET- 
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LETTER XVI. : 
| To the Counteſs of B——- 


Hanover, Nov. 25, O. S. 2716. 
RECEIVED your hdyſhip's let- 
ter but the day before I left Vienna, 
though, by the date, J ought to have 
had it much ſooner ; but nothing was 
moſt parts of Germany. 1 can aſſure 


diſpoſe of. 


] am 


leaves me hardly any time to 
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1 am extremely pleaſed that 1 can tell 
you, without flattery or partiality, that 
our young Prince * has all the accom- 
pliſhments that tis poſſible to have at his 
age, with an air of ſprightlineſs and un- 
derſtanding. and ſomething fo very en- 
gaging and eaſy in his behaviour, that 
he needs. not the advantage of his rank | 
to appear charming. I had the honour | 


 Povernor retired on purpoſe (as he told | 
me afterwards) that | might make ſome 
Judgment of his genius, by hearing him 
ſpeak without conſtraint ; and I was fur- | 
priſed at the quickneſs and politeneſs, | 


of a long converſation with him laſt 


'that appeared in every thing he fad, 


joined to a perſon perfectly agreeable, 
«nd the fine fair hair of the Prinerks 


* The father of his preſent Majeſty. = 
; This 
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ſome ; but the palace is capable of hold-- 


* 


ing a much greater court than that of 
St. James. The King has had the 
goodneſs to appoint us a lodging in one 
part of it, wichout which we ſhould have 
vaſt number of Engliſh crowds the town 
fo much, tis very good luck to get one 
ſorry room in a miſerable tavern. I 
dined to day with the Portugueſe Am- 
baſſador, who thinks himſelf very hap- 
| py to have two wretched parlours in an 
inn. I have now made the Teur of 
Germany, and cannot help obſerving a 
here and in England. One fees none of 
thoſe fine feats of noblemen, ſo common 
amongſt us, nor any thing like a coun- 
try gentleman's houſe, though they have 
many fituations perſectiy fine, Bur the 
Z whole 
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whole people are divided into abſolute 
ſovereignties, where all the riches and 
magnificer.ce are at court, or into com- 
munities of merchants, ſuch as Nuren- 
burg and Frankfort, where they live al - 
ways in town for the convenience of trade. 
The King's company of French come- 
dans play here every night. They are 
very well dreſſed, and ſome of them not 
Hl aftors. His Majeſty dines and fups 
conſtantly in public. The court is very 
numerous, and his affability and good- 
_ CC 
places in the world. 


Dear Madam, 
Your L. &c. &c. 


LET- 
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that you 1 pleaſed, 
as you tell me, report 


concerning *Tis true, as to 
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while Mr. W — is determined to pro- 
cteed in his deſign, I am determined to 
RR | 


ether as much as Mrs. Salmon s court of | 


Great Britain, and are in as much danger | 
of melting away, by too near approach- 


= - | 
ing the fire, which they, for that rea- 
ſuch exceſſive cold weather, that I be- 
leve they fuffer extremely by that piece 
of ſelf-denial. The ſnow is already very 
deep, and the people begin to flide 
about in their Treineens. This is a fa- 
vourite diverſion all over Germany. 
They are little machines fixed upon a 
liedge, that hold a lady and a gentle- 
man, and are drawn by one horſe. The 
gentleman has the honour of driviag, 
and they move wich a prodigious ſwift 
neſs. The lady, the horſe and the 
Traineau, are all as fine as they can be 
made, and when there are many of 

them together, tis a very agrecable 
ſhow. At Vienna, where all pieces of 
magnificence are carried to exceſs, there 
are ſometimes machines of this kind, 
that coſt five or fix hundred pounds 
| H 2 Engliſh. 
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Engliſh. The Dube of Wolfenbuttle 
is now at this court; you know he is 
nearly related to our King, and uncle to 
the remaining Empreſs, who is, I be- 
lere, the molt beautiful Princeſs upon 
earth. She is now with child, which is 
all the conſolation of the Imperial Court 
for the loſs of the Arch-duke. I took 
my leave of her the day before I left 

Vienna, and ſhe begun to ſpeak to me, 
with fo much grief and tenderneſs of the 
death of that young prince, I had much 
ado to with-hold my tears. You know 
that I am not at all partial to people for 
their titles; but I own, that I love that 
charming Princeſs (if I may uſe fo fami- 
liar an expreſſion) and if 1 had not, I 
" ſhould have been very much moved at 


| the tragi al end of an only fon, born 


after being ſo long deſired, and at length 
killed by want of good management, | 
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weaning him in the beginning of the 
winter. Adieu, dear Lady R ——, 


continue to write to me, and believe 
none of your goodneſs is loſt upon 
Your, &c. 
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LETTER XIX. 
To the Counteſs of ——, 


Blankenbarg, Oct. 17, O. S. 1716. 
RECEIVED yours, dear ſiſter, 
the very day I left Hanover. You 


may eaſily imagine I was then in too 


great a hurry to anſwer it; but you ſee 
Ifake the firſt opportunity of doing my- 
ſelf that pieaſure. I came here the 1 5th, 
very late at night, after a terrible jour- 
ney, in the worſt roads and weather that 
ever poor traveller ſuffered. I have 
taken this little fatigue, merely to oblige 
the reigning Empreſs, and carry a mef- 
ſage from her Imperial Majeſty to the 
Ducheſs of Blankenburg, her mother, 
who is a Princeſs of great addreſs and 
good breeding, and may be till called a 


„ 


„ 
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fine woman. It was fo late when I came 


to this town, I did not think it proper 


to diſturb the Duke and Ducheſs with 
the news of my arrival; fo I took up 


my quarters in a miſerable inn; but as 
ſoon as I had ſent my compliments to 
me their own coach and fix horſes, 
which had however enough to do to 
draw us up the very high hill on which 


the caſtle is fituated. The Ducheſs is 


extremely obliging to me, and this little 
court is not without its diverſions. The 


Duke #aillys at Baſſet every night, and 


the Ducheſs tells me, ſhe is fo well 
pl-aſed with my company, that it makes 
her play lefs than ſhe uſed to do. I 
ſhould find it very difficulr to ſteal time 
to write, if ſhe was not now at church, 
where I cannot wait on her, not under- 
—_ <4 
H4 devotions 
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late Eleftor, is much finer than that of 
Vienna. I was very forry that the ill 
weather did not permit me to fee Hern- 
bauſen in all its beauty but in ſpite of 


the vaſt number of orange trees, a 


larger than any I have ever ſeen in Eng- 
land, though this climate is certainly 
colder. But I had more reaſon to wonder, 
| that night at the King's table, to ſee a 
preſent from a gentleman of this country, 
and lemons of different forts, many of 


FR worth all the reſt, two ripe 
Ananaſſes, 
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Hranaſſes, which, to my taſte, are a 
fruit perfectly delicious. You know 
they are naturally the growth of Brazil, 
here but by enchantment. Upon en- 
quiry, I learnt that they have brought 
their ſtoves to ſuch perfection, they 
lengthen their ſummer as long as they 
pleaſe, giving to every plant the degree 
of heat it would receive from the fun in 
its native foil. The effect is very near 
the ſame; I am furprized we do not 
praftiſe, in England, ſo uſeful an inven- 
tion. This reflection leads me to con- 
ſider our obſtinacy in ſhaking with cold, 
make uſe of ſtoves, which are certainly 
one of the greateſt conveniencics of life. 
Beſides, they are fo far from ſpoiling the 
form of a room, that they add very 
much to the magnificence of it, when 

they 
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they are painted and gilt, as they are at 
Vienna, or at Dreſden, where they are 
often in the ſhapes of china jars, ſtatues 
or fine cabinets, fo naturally repreſented, 
that they are not to be diſtinguiſhed. If 
ever I return, in defiance to the faſhion, 
you ſhall certainly fee one in the cham- 
ber of, 


Dear fifter, Your, &c. 


I will write often, fince you defire 
it; but I muſt beg you to be a little 
more particular in yours; you fancy 
me at forty miles diſtance, and forger, 
that, after ſo long an abſence, I can't 
underſtand hiats. 


LET- 
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LETTER It 
To the Lady ——. 


Vienna, Jan. 1, O. S. 1917. 

P HAVE juftrecived hee ot Views, 
your ladyſhip's compliments on my 
return to England, fent me from Hano- 
ver. You fee, Madam, all things that 
are aſſerted with confidence, are not ab- 
ſolutely true; and that you have no ſort 
my deſigned return a myſtery to you, 
when, you fay, all the world are in- 
formed of it. You may tel all the 
world in my name, that they are never 
ſo well informed of my affairs as I am 
myſelf, that I am very poſitive I am at 
this time at Vienna, where the carnaval 
is begun, and all forts of diverſions are 
carried 
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carried to the greateſt height, except 
that of maſquing, which is never per- 
mitted during a war with the Turks. 
The Balls are in public places, where 
the men pay a gold ducat at entrance, but 
the ladies nothing. I am told that theſe 
houſes get ſometimes a thouſand ducats 
ina night. They are very magnificently 
furniſhed, and the muſic good, if they 
had not that deteſtable cuſtom of mixing 
hunting horns with it, that almoſt deafen 
the company. Bur that noiſe is ſo agree- 
able here,” they never make a concert 
without them. The ball always con- 
cludes with Engliſh country dances, to 
the number of thirty or forty couple, 
and fo ill danced, that there is very little 
pleafure in them. They know but half 
a dozen, and they have danced them 
over and over theſe fifry years. I would 
ö 

found 
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1 found it would be ſome months labour 


to make them comprehend them. Laſt 
night there was an Itakan comedy acted 
ſcenes were pretty, but 
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mon as in England. I am perſuaded 


there cannot be a purer air, nor more 
wholeſome than that of Vienna. The 
plenty and excellence of all forts of pro- 
viſions are greater here than in any place 
penſive to keep a ſplendid table. *Tis 
really a pleaſure to paſs through the mar- 
kets, and fee the abundance of what we 
ſhould think rarities, of fowls and veni- 
fon, that are daily brought in from Hun- 
bur ſhell fiſh, and are fo fond of oy- 
ſters, that they have them ſent from 
Venice, and eat them very greedily, 
ſtink or not ſtink. Thus I obey your 
commands, Madam, in giving you an 
account of Vienna, though I know you 
will not be fatisfied with it. You chide 
me for my lazineſs in not telling you 


things, 


LET. 
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LETTER XXI. 
To the Counteſs f. 


Vienna, Jan. 16, O. S. 1717. 
AM now, dear filter, to take leave 
of you for a —_— and of 

3 

in ſpite of the exceſſive cold, and deep 

ſnows, which is enough to damp a 

But my principle of paſſtve-obedience, car- 

ries me through every thing. I have 

preſs. His Imperial Majeſty was pleaſed 
to be preſent, when I waited on the 
rcigning Empreſs, and, after a very 
rind Majeſties invized me to take Vn 

—_— - mM 


11141 
in my road back; but I have no thoughts 
of enduring, over again, fo great a fa- 
tigue. I delivered a letter from the 
Ducheſs of Blankenburg. I flaid but a 
few days at that court, though her High- 
neſs preſſed me very much to ſtay ; and 
when I left her, engaged me to write to 
her. I wrote you a long letter from 
thence, which I hope you have received, 
though you don't mention it ; bur I be- 
eve I forgot to tell you one curiolity in 
all the German courts, which I cannot 
forbear taking notice of : All the Princes 
keep favourite dwarfs. The Emperor 
and Empreſs have two of theſe little 
monſters, as ugly as devils, eſpecially 
the fema'e ;- but they are all bedawbed 
with diamonds, and ftand at her Maje- 
ſties clbow in all public places. The 
Duke of Wolfenbuttel has one, and the 
«% Us Wide: 

hers, 
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hers, but indeed the moſt proportionable 
Jever ſaw. I am told the King of Den- 
mark has fo far improved upon this 
faſhion, that his dwarf is his chief mi- 
niſter. I can aſſign no reaſon for their 
fondneſs for theſe pieces of deformity, 
but the opinion all the abſolute Princes 
have, that tis below them to converſe 
with the reſt of mankind z and not to be 
quite alone, they are forced to ſrek their 
companions among the refuſe of human 
part of their court privileged to talk 

freely to them. I am at preſent confined 
to my chamber by a ſore throat, and 
am really glad of the excuſe to avoid 
ſeeing people, that I love well enough 
to be very much mortified when I think 
am going to part with them for ever. 
"Tis true, the Auſtrians are not com- 
monly the moſt polite people in the 

I 2 world, 
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world, nor the moſt agreeable. But 
Vienna is inhabited by all nations, and 
I had formed to myſelf a little ſociety of 
fuch as were perfectly to my own taſte. 
And though the number was not very 
great, I could never pick up, in any 
other place, fuch a number of reaſon- 
able, agreeable people. We were al- 
moſt always together, and you know I 
have ever been of opinion, that a choſen 
converſation, compoſed of a few that 
one eſteems, is the greateſt happineſs of 


life. Here are fome Spaniards of both 


ſexes, that have all the vivacity and ge- 
neroſity of ſentiments antiently aſcribed 


to their nation ; and could I believe, 


that the whole kingdom were like them, 
1 ſhould wiſh nothing more than to end 
my days there. The ladies of my ac- 
quaintance have fo much goodneſs for 
me, they cry whenever they fee me, 

5 ſince 


ö 
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fince I have determined to undertake this 


journey. And, indced, | am not very 
eaſy when I reflect on what I am going 
to ſuffer. Almoſt every body I fee 
frights me with ſome new difficulty. 
Prince Eugene has been fo good as to ſay 
all the things he could to perſuade me to 
ſtay tili the Denube is thaved, that I 
may have the conveniency of going by 
rater, aſſuring me, that the houſes in 
Hungary are ſuch, as are no defence 
againſt the weatner, and that I ſhall be 
_ obliged to Lavel three or four days be- 
tween Buca and Eſfſeek, without finding 
any houſe at all, through deſart plains 
covered with ſaow ; where the cold is ſo 
violent, many have been killed by it. I 
own theſe terrors have made a very deep 
ampreffion on my mind, becauſe I believe 
he tells me things truly as they are, and 
no body can be better informed of them. 

I 3 Now 
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Now I have named that great man, 

F am fure you expect, I ſhould fay fome- 
thing particular of him, having the ad- 
vantage of ſeeing him very often ; but IT 

am as unwilling to ſpeak of him at 
Nienna, as I ſhould be to talk of Huren 
les in the court of Omphele, if I had feen 
him there. I don't know what comfort 
other people find in conſidering the 
weakneſs of gyeat men, (becauſe, per- 
haps, it brings them nearer to their level) 
but tis always a mortification to me, 
to obſerve, that there is no perſection 
Portugal is the admiration of the whole 
court; he is handſome and polite with 
a great vivacity. All the officers tell 
wonders of his gallantry the laſt cam- 
paizn. He is lodged at court with all 
the honours due to his rank.—— Adieu, 


TW 
will have from me of Vienna. If I fur- 


me again. I can ſay, with great truth, 
in the words of Mcneſts, I beve Jong 
learnt to hold myſelf as nothing ; but when 
I think of the fatigue my poor infant 
muſt ſuffer, I have all a mother's foad- 
neſs in my eyes, and all her tender paſ- 
ſions in my beart. 


P. S. I have written a letter to my 
and upon cooler reflection, I think I had 
done better to have let it alone; but I 
was downright peeviſh at all ber queſ- 
tions, and her ridiculous imagination, 
that I have certainly ſeen abundance of 
wonders which I keep to myſelf out of 


f 220 } 
believe ſhe expects I ſhould tell her of 
the Antbropaphagie, men whoſe heads 
grow below their ſhoulders ; however, 
pray fay ſomething to pacify her. 


LET- 
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LETTER XXIL 
To Mr. Pope. 


Vienna, Jan. 16, O. S. 1717. 
1 not time to anſwer your 
paring for my journey ; but, I think, 
ought to bid adĩeu to my friends with the 
ſame folemnity, as if I was going to 
mount a breach, at leaſt, if | am to be- 
and, indeed, the weather is at preſent 
threatned, at the fame time, with being 
frozen to death, buried in the ſnow, and 
taken by the Tartars, who ravage that 
part of Hungary I am to paſs. *Tis 
true, we ſhall have a conſiderable eſcerte, 

ſa 
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ſo that, poſſibly, I may be diverted with | 
midſt of a battle. How my adventures 
will conclude, I leave entirely to provi- 
| dence; if comically, you ſhall hear of 
them.——Pray be fo good as to tell 
Mr. —— I have received his letter. 
Make him my adm; if I live, 1 will 
anſwer ir. The fame compliment to wy | 
Lady R—. 


LE T- 
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LETTER XIII. 
To the CG of won 


Peerwaradin, Jan. 30, O. S. 1917. 


arrived with all my family in good 
health at Peterwaradin ; having fuffered 
ſo little from the rigour of the ſeaſon 
(againſt which we were well provided by 
furs) and found fich tolerable accommo- 
dation every where, by the care of ſend- 
ing before, that I can hardly forbear 
laughing when I recolle& all the fright- 
ful ideas that were given me of this jour- 
to the tenderneſs of my Vienna friends, 
for this winter. Perhaps it will not be 
—: TO 
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of my journey, being through a country 
entirely unknown to you, and very little 
paſſed, even by the Hungarians them- 
ſelves, who generally chuſe to take the 
conveniency of going down the Danube. 
We have had the bleſſing of being fa- 
voured with finer weather than is com- 
mon, at this time of the yer; though | 
the ſnow was ſo deep, we were obliged 
to have cur own coaches fixed upon 
Troinmaus, which move fo wit and fo 
eaſily, tis by far che moſt agreeable 
manner of travelling poſt. We came to 
Raab (the ſecond e rom Vienna) on 
the ſeventeenth infant, were Mr. W— 
ſending word of ur arrival to the gover- 
nor, the beſt houſe in che town was pro- 
vided for us, the garriſon put under 
arms, a guard ordered at our door, 
and all other honours paid to us. The 
govcrnor and all other officers im- 


TS. > 
mediately waited on Mr. W——, to 
know if there was any thing to be done 
for his fervice. I he biſhop of Temeſtoar 
came to viſit us, with great civility, ear- 
neſtly pre ſſing us to cine with him next 
day, which we refuſing, as being re- 
ſolved to purſue our journey, he ſent us 
ſeveral baſkets of winter fruit, and a 
great variety of Fiungarian wines, with 
a young hind juli killed. This is a pre- 
late of great power in this country, of 
the antient family of Nadaſti, fo con · 
fiderable, for many ages, in this king- 
dom. He is a very polite, agreeable, 
chearful old man, wearing the Hungarian 
habit, with a venerable white beard down 
to his girdle.— Raab is a ſtrong town, 
well garriſoned and fortified, and was a 
long time the frontier rown between the 
"Turkiſh and German Empires. It has 
its name from the river Rab, on which 
7 it 


a 
it is ſituated, juſt on its meeting with the 
Danube, in an open champain country. 
_ It was firſt taken by the Turks under the 
command of Baſſa Sinan, in the reign ot 
Sultan Awwath III. in the year fifteen 
hundred ninety-four. The governor be- 
ing fuppoſc4 to have betrayed it, was 
_ afterwards v:headed by the Emperor's 
command. The Counts of Swarizenburg 
and Palſi retook it by furprize 1598, ſince 
which ti me it has remained in the hands 
of the Germans, though the Turks once 
more attempted to gain it by ſtratagem 
in 1642. The cathedral is large and well 
tuilt, which is all I faw remarkable in the 
town. Leaving C:more on the other fide 
the river, we went the eighteenth to 
Neſembl, a {mall village, where, however, 


wee made ſhift to find tolerable accommo- 


dation. We cominued two days travel- 
ling between this place and Buda, thro? 


the 
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the fineſt plains in the world, as even as 
if they were paved, and extremely fruit- 
ful; but for the moſt part delart and un- 
between the Turk and the Emperor; 
and the more cruel civil war, occaſioned 


into the hands of a jeſuir, he was more 
cruel and treacherous to his poor Hun- 
been to the Chriſtians ; breaking, with- 
weaties. Indeed nothing can be more 
melancholy than in travelling through 
Hungary, to reflect on the former 
9 flouriſhing 
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flouriſhing ſtate of that kingdom, and to 
ſee ſuch a noble ſpot of earth almoſt un- 
inhabited. Such are alfo the preſent cir- 
eumſtancrs of Bra (where we arrived 
very early the twenty ſecond} once the 
royal ſcat of the Hungarian kings, whoſe - 
palace there, was reckoned one of the 
moſt beautiful buildings of the age, now 
wholly deftroved, no part of the town 
is the preſent re ſidence of the governor 
general Ragule, an officer of great merit. 
He came immediately to fee us, and car- 
ried us in his coach to his houſe, where 
I was received by his lady, with all poſj- 


fible civility, and magnificently enter- 
rained. This city is fituated upon a lit- 
tle hill on the ſouth fide of the Danube. 
The caftle is much higher than the 
town, and from it the profpet is very 
| noble, 
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noble. Without the walls lie a vaſt 
number of little houſes, or rather huts, 
that they call the Raſcian rown, being 
al together inhabited by that people. The 
governor aſſured me it would furniſh 
twelve thouſand fighting men. Theſe 
towns look very odd; their houſcs ſtand 
in rows, many thouſands of them fo 
cloſe together, that they appear, at a 
litle dittance, like old-faſhioned thatch - 
ed tents. They conſiſt, every one of 
them, of one hovel above, and another 
under ground; theſe are their ſummer 


and winter apartments. Buda was firſt 
taken by Selyman the Magnificent, in 
1526, and Joſt the following year to 
Ferdinand the Firſt, King of Bohemia. 
Solymen regained it by the treachery of 
the garriſon, and voluntarily gave it into 
the hands of King Jabn of Hungary, 
after whoſe death, his fon being an in- 

. fant, 
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fant, Ferdinand laid fiege to it, and the 
Queen mother was forced to call Soly- 
man to her aid. He indeed raiſed the 
fiege ; bur left a Turkiſh garriſon in the 
town, and commanded her to remove 
forced to ſubmit to in 1541. It reſiſted 
afterwards the fieges laid to it, by the 
Marquis of Brandenburgh, in the year 
1542 ; Count Schwartzenburg, in 1398 
General Roſworm, 1602; and the 
Duke of Lorrain, commander of the 
Emperor's forces, in 1684, to whom it 
yielded, in 1686, after an obſtinate de- 
fence, Apti Baſſs, the governor, being 
killed, fighting in the breach, with a 
Roman bravery. The lofs of this town 
was ſo important, and fo much reſented 
by the Turks, that it occaſioned the de- 
poſing of their Emperor Mabome: the 
Fourth, the year following. | 


We 
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We did not proceed on our journey 
till the twenty-third, when we paſſed 
through Adam and Todowar, both con- 
_ fiderable towns, when in the hands of 
remains, however, of fome Turkith 
towns, ſhew ſomething of what they 
| have been. 1 
over-grown with wood, 
228 "Tis incredible what 
vaſt numbers of wild fowl we faw, which 
often live here to a good old age. 
undiſtur'd by guns, in quiet fleep— 
Nn 
hatch, and were ſhewed the field near 
it, where Lewis, the young King of 
Hungary, loſt his army and his life, being 
drowned in a dich trying to fly from 
Balybens, general of Salyman the Magni- 
ficent. This battle opened the-firſt paſ- 
ſage for the Turks into the heart of 


K 2 Hungary. 
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Hungary.——1 don't name to you the | 
kttle villages, of which I. can fay no- 
thing rem-.rkable ; but FI aſſure you, I 
have always found a warm. ſtoxe , and 
great plenty, particularly of wild boar, 
veniſon and all kinds of Gibier. The few 
people that inhabit Hungary, live eaſily 
enough. they have no money; but the 
woods and plains afford them proviſion 
in. great abundance ; they were ordered 
to: give us all things neceſſary, even what 
horſes we pleaſed to demand, gratis; 
but Mr. W-—— would not oppreſs the 
poor country people, by making uſe of 
this order, and always paid them-to the 
full worth: of what we had. They were 
fo ſurprized at this unexpected peiietolity, 
which they are very little uſed to, that 
they always preſſed upon us, at parting, 
a dozen of fat pheaſants, or ſomething 
les Their dreſs is 
9 05 very 


* 
*** r 


very primitive, being only a plain ſheep's 


caſtle of his, a few miles off, aſſuring 
us we ſhould have a very hard day's 
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ſkin, and a cap and boots of the ſame 
ſtuff. You may eaſily imagine this laſis 
them many winters; and thus they have 
very little occaſion for money. The 
ewenty-ſixth, we paſſed over the frozen 
Danube, with all our equipage, and car- 
riages. We met, on the other ſide, ge- 


neral Yetereni, who invited us, with 


great civiliey, to paſs the night ar a ligle 


journey to reach Eſet. This we found 
but too true, the woods being very dan- 
gerous, and ſcarce paſſable, from the vaſt 


quantity of wolves that hoard in them. 


We came, however, ſafe, though late, 

to Efſck, where we ſtayed a day, to diſ- 
patch a courier with letters to the Baſſe 
of Belgrade ; and I took that opportuni- 
ty of ſeeing the town, which is not very 
K 3 large, 


( 134 } 

This was a town of great trade, very 
rick and populous, when in the hands of 
the Turks. It is ſituated on the Drave, 
bridge was eſteemed one of the moſt ex - 
tracrdinary in the world, being eight 
thouſand paces long, and all built of 
oak. It was burnt, and the city laid in 
aſhes by Count Leafy 1685, but was 
again repaired and fortified by the Turks, 
who however abandoned it in 1687. 
of it for the Emperor, in whoſe hands it 
has remained ever fince, and is efteemed 
one of the bulwarks of Hungary. The 
twenty-cighth we went to Bocorvar, a 
very large Raſcian town, all built after 
the manner I have deſcribed to you. We 
| were met there by Colonel ——, who 
would not ſuffer us to go any where but 

to 
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to his quarters, where I found his wife, 


a very agreeable Hungarian lady, and his 
neice and daughter, two pretty young 
women, crowded into three or four Raſ- 
cian houſes, caſt into one, and made as 
neat and convenient as thoſe places are 
capable of being made. The Hungarian 
ladies are much handfomer than thoſe of 
Auſtria. All the Vienna beauties are of 
that country. They are generally very 
fair and well ſhaped, and their drefs, I 
think, is extremely becoming. This 
lady was in a gown of ſcarlet velver, 
lined and faced with fables, made exact 
to her ſhape, and the ſkirt falling to her 
with two rows of little buttons of gold, 
pearl, or diamonds. On their heads 
they wear a taſſel of gold, that hangs 
low on one fide, lined with fable, or 

K4 ſome 
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ſome other fine fur. hey gave us 2 
handfome dinner, and I thought the 
converſation very polite and agrecable. 
They wou'd accompany us part of our 
way.—— The twenty-ninth, we arrived 
here, where we were met by the com- 
_ manding, officer at the head of all the 
' office:s of the garriſon. We are lodged 
in the beſt apartment of the governor's 

houſe, and entertaine d in a very fplendid 
manner by the Emperor's order. We 
wait here till all points are adjuſted, con- 
cerning our reception on the Turkiſh 
frontiers. Mr. W——'s courier, which 
he ſent from Effek, retu ned thi: morn- 
ing, with the Baſſa's anſwer in a purſe of 
ſcarlet ſatin, which the interpreter here 
has tranſlated. - Tis to promiſe him to 
be honourably received. I defired him 
to appoint where he would be met, by 


patched 
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a village in the midway between Peter- 
waradin and Belgrade. We hall ftay 
| here till we receive his anſwer. — 
Thus, dear ſiſter, I have given you a 
very particular, and (I am afra:d you'll 
think) a tedious account of this part of 
my travels. It was not an affectation 
of ſhewing my reading that has made 
me tell you fome lictle ſcraps of the 
hiſtory of the rowns I have paſſed 
through. I have always avoided any 
thing of that kind, when I ſpoke of 
places that | believe you knew the ſtory. 
of, as well as myſelf. But Hungary 
being a part of the world, which I be- 
eve quite new to you, I thought you 
might read with fome pl-afure an account 
of it, which I have been very ſolicituus ta 
get from the beſt hands. However, if 


you 
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you don't like it, tis in your power to 
forbear reading it. I am, 


Dear ſiſter. 


I am promiſed to have this letter care- 


fully ſent to Vienna. 


_— 
- "= 


IT expetted to ſtay three or four days, 
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LETTER XXIV. 
To Mr. Pope. 
Belgrad:, Feb. 22, O. S. 17279. 


DID verily intend to write you a 
long letter from Peterwaradin, where 


but the Baſſa here was in fuch haſte to 
ſee us, that he diſpatched the courier 
back (which Mr. W —— had fent to 
know the time he would fend the convoy 


to meet us) without ſuffering him to 


pull off his boots. My letters were not 
thought important enough to ſtop our 
Journey, and we left Peterwaradin the 
next day, being waited on by the chief 
officers of the garriſon, and a conſider- 
able convoy of Germans and Raſcians. 
The Emperor has ſeveral regiments of 
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theſe people; but, to fay the truth, 
they are rather plunderers than foldiers ; 
having no pay, and being obliged to 
furniſh their own arms and horſes; they 
rather look like vagabond gypſies, or 
ſtout beggars, than regular troops. I 
cannot forbear ſpeaking a word of this 
race of creatures, who are very nume- 
rous all over Hungary. They have a 
patriarch of their own at Grand Cairo, 
and are really of the Greek church, but 


notions upon them. Theſe fellows let- 
ting their hair and beard grow inviolate, 
make exactly the figure of the Indian 
Bramins. They are heirs general to all 
the money of the Jaiety ; for which, in 
return, they give them formal paſſports 
ſigned and ſealed for Heaven; and the 
wives and chillren only inherit the houſe 
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and cattle. In moſt other points they 
follow the Greek church. This lictle 
digreſſion has interrupted my tel ling you 
we paſſed over the ficlds of Corlowitz, 
where the laſt great victory was obtained 
by Prince Eugene over the Turks. The 
marks of that glorious bloody day are 
yet recent, the field being yet ſtrewed 
with the {:ulls and carcafſts of unburied 
men, horſcs and camels. I could not 
look, without horror, on fuch numbers 
of mangled human bodies, nor without 
reflecting on the injuſtice of war, that 
makes murther, not only neceſſary, but 
_ meritorious. Nothing ſeems to be a 
plainer proof of the i rational iy of man- 
kind (whatever fine claims we pretend to 
reaſon) than the rage with which they 
conteſt for a ſmall ſpot of ground, when 
ſuch vaſt parts of fruitful earth lie quite 
uninhabited. is true, cuſtom has 

2 now 
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now made it unavoidable ; but can there 


reſt of man in general? I am a good 
deal inclined to believe Mr. Hobbs, that 
the fate of nature, is a fate of war ; but 
thence I conclude human nature not 


rational, if the word reaſon means com- 
mon ſenſe, as I ſuppoſe it does. I have 
a great many admirable arguments to 


plain tile, to the hiſtory of my travels. 
Wie were met at Betſko (a village in 


the midway between Belgrade and Peter- 


waradin) by an Aga of the Janizaries, 


with a body of Turks, exceeding the 
Germans by one hundred men, though 


the Baſſa had engaged to fend exattly 


ſupport this reflection; I won't however 
trouble you with them, but return, in a 


| 
| 
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the fame number. You may judge by 
this of their fears. I am really perſuad- 
ed, that they hardly thought the odds 

of one hundred men ſet them even with 
the Germans; however, I was very un- 
eaſy till they were parted, fearing fome 
parole given. We came late to Belgrade, 


of Hungary. It was firſt taken by So- 
lyman the Magnificent ; and fince, by 
the Emperor's forces, led by the Elec- 
tor of Bavaria. The Emperor held ir 
only two years, it being retaken by the 
Grand Vizier. It is now fortified with 
capable of, and ſtrengthened by a very 

1 nume 
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numerous gart ĩſan, of their braveſt Ja- 
nizari-s, command-d by a Bufia Seraſtier 
Ci. e. General ;) though this laſt expreſ- 
fon is not very guſt; for to fay t. 
the Scraikicr is commanded by the Jani- 
zaries. Theſe troops have an abſolute au- 
thority here, and their conduct carries 
much more the aſpect of rebellion, than 
the appearance of fubordination. You 
which at the fame time, will give you an 
idea of the admirable intelligence of the 
Governor of Peterwaradin, though fo 
few hours diſtant. We were told by him 
at Peterwaradin, that the garriſon and 
inhabitants of Belgrade were fo weary of 
the war, they had killed their Baſſa about 
two months ago, in a mutiny, becauſe 
he had fuftered himſelf to be prevailed 
upon, by a bribe of five purſes (five 


hundred pound ficrling) to give permiſ- 


ſion 
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ſion to the Tartars to ravage the Ger- 
man frontiers. We were very well 
pleaſed to hear of fuch favourable diſpo- 
fitions in the people; but when we came 
hither, we found the governor had been 
ill informed, and the real truth of the 
ſtory to be this. The late Baſſa fell 
under the diſpleaſure of his ſoidiers, for 
curfions on the Germans. They took it 
into their heads from that mildneſs, that he 
had intelligence with the enemy, and ſehr 
ſuch information to the Grand Signior at 
quick enough from thence, they aſſem- 
bled themſelves in a tumultuous manner, 
and by force dragged their Baſſa before 
the Cadi and Mufti, and there demanded 
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money? The Baſſa, eaſily gueſſing their 
purpoſe, calmly replied to them, that 
they aſked him too many queſtions, and 
that he had but one life, which muſt an- 
ſwer for all. They then immediately 
(without waiting the ſentence of their 
heads of the law) and in a few mo- 
ments cut him in pieces. The preſent 


Baſſa has not dared to puniſh the mur- 


der; on the contrary, he affected to ap- 
plaud the actors of it, as brave fellows, 
that knew how to do themſelves juſtice. 
He takes all pretences of throwing money 
amongſt the garriſon, and ſuffers them 
to make little excurſions into Hungary, 
where they burn fome poor Raſcian 


houſes. 


You may imagine, I cannot be very 
eaſy in a town which is really under the 
- govern- 
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government of an infolent ſoldiery.—_— 
We expected to be immediately dif- 
miſſed, after a night's lodging here z 
but the Baſſa detains us till he re- 
may, poſſibly, be a month a com- 
ing. unge 
ing to.a very conſiderable man amongſt 
them, and have a whole chamber 
of Janizaries to guard us. My only 
diverſion is the converſation of our hoſt 


Achmet-beg, a title ſomething like that 
of Count in Germany. His father 


was a great Baſſa, and he has been edu- 
cated in the moſt polite Eaſtern learn- 


ing, being perfectly ſkilled in the Arabic 


and Perfian languages, and an extraor- 
dinary ſcribe, which they call Efends. 


This accompliſhment makes way to the 
3 but * 
1 


K 
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ſecure life, to all the dangerous honours 
of the Porte. He fups with us every 
night, and drinks wine very freely. You 
cannot imagine how much he is delighted 
with the liberty of converſing with me. 
He has explained to me many pieces of 
Arabian poetry, which, I obſerve, are 
in numbers, not ualike ours, generally 
of an alternate verſe, and of a very mu- 
cal found. Their expreſſions of love 
are very paſſionate and lively. 1 am fo 
much pleaſed with them, I really believe 
1 ſhould learn to read Ar.bic, if I was 
to ſtay here a few months. He has a 
very good library of their books of all 
kinds; and, as he tells me, ſpends the 
part of his life there. I paſs for 
a great ſcholar with him, by relating to 
him fome of the Perſian tales, which I 
find are genuine. Ar firſt, he believed 
I under- 
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I underſtood Perſian. I have frequent 
rence of our cuſtoms, particularly the 


confinement of women. He aſſures me, 
there is nothing at all in it; only, fays 
he, 'we have the advantage, that when 
our wives cheat us, no body knows it. 
He has wit, and is more polite than 
many Chriſtian men of quality. I am 
He has had the curioſity to make one of 
our ſervants ſet him an alphabet of our 
letters, and can already write a good 
roman hand. But theſe amuſements do 
not hinder my wiſhing heartily to be out 
of this place; though the weather is 
colder than I believe it ever was, any 
where, but in Greenland. We have 
a very large ſtove conſtantly kept hot, 
and yet the windows of the room are 
frozen on the infide — God knows 

2 when 
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when I may have an opportunity of fe 


one of yours make ten of mine. Adieu. 


for the dicharge of my own confticace ; 


** 


I 
| 
| 
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LETTER XV. 


To her Royal Highneſs the Princeſs of 
Wales -. 


| Aarianople, April 1. O. S. 1717. 
HAVE now, Madam, finiſhed a 
journey that has not been undertaken 
by any Chriſtian, fince the time of the 
Greek Emperors ; and I ſhall not regret 


| alll the fatigues I have ſuffered in it, if i 


gives me an opportunity of amuſing your 
R. H. by an account of places ut- 
terly unknown amongſt us; the Empe- 
ror's Embaſſadors, and thoſe few 
Engliſh that have come hither, always 
going on the Danube to Nicopolis. But 
the river was now frozen, and Mr. W— 


The late Queen Caroline. 
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was fo zealous for the ſervice of his Ma- 
jeſty, that he would not defer his jour- 
_ Hey to wait for the conveniency of that 
paſſage. We crofied the deſarts of 
Servia, almoſt quite over-grown with 
wood, though a country naturally fer- 
tile. The inhabitants are induſtrious ; 
but the oppreſſion of the peaſants is fo 
great, they are forced to abandon their 
houſes, and neglect their tillage, all they 
have being a prey to the Janizaries,when- 
ever they pleaſe to ſeize upon it. We 
had a guard of five hundred of them, 
and I was almoſt in tears every day, to 
through which we paſſed. — Afeer 
ſeven days travelling through thick 
woods, we came to Niffa, once the 
capital of Servia, fituated in a fine plain 
on the river Miſſava, in a very good air, 
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plenty is hardly credible. 1 was cer- 
tainly aſſured, that the quantity of wine 
laſt vintage was ſo prodigious, that t. ey 
were forced to dig holes in the earth to 
put it in, not having veſſels enough in 


the town to hold it. The happineſs of 
preſſed people. I faw here a new occa- 
fion for my compaſſion. The wretches 
baggage from Belgrade hither for a cer- 
tain hire, being all ſent back without 
payment, ſome of their horſes lamed, 
and others killed, without any ſatisfac- 
tion made for them. The poor fellows 
came round the houſe weeping and tear- = 
ing their han and beards in a moſt pi- 
but drubs from the inſolent ſoldiers. 
J cannot expreſs to your R. H. how 
much I was moved at this ſcene. 1 

| 
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would have paid them the money, out of 
my own pocket, with all my keart ; but 
it would only have been giving fo much 
to the Aga, who would have taken it 
from them without any remorſe. After 
four days journey from this place over 
the mountains, we came to Sephia, 
fituated in a large beautiful plain on the 
river Ifca, and ſurrounded with diftant 
mountains. *Tis hardly poſſible to fee a 
is very large and extremely populous. 
Here are hot baths, very famous for 
their medicinal virtues. Four days 
journey from hence we arrived at Phi- 
lippopolis, after having paſſed the ridges 
between the mountains of Hamm and 
Rhedope, which are always covered with 
ſnow. This town is ſituated on a riſing 
ground, near the river Hebrus, and is 
almoſt wholly inhabited by Greeks ; 
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here are ftill fome antient Chriftian 
churche:. They have a biſhop; and 
ſever .. uf the richeſt Greeks live here; 
but they are forced to conceal their 
wealth wit: great care, the appearance 
of poverty (which includes part of its 
inconvenĩ ncies} being all their ſecurity 
againlt fecling it in carneſt. The country 
from hence to Adrianople, is the fineft 
in the world. Vines grow wild on all 
the hills, and the perpetual ſpring they 
enjoy, makes every thing gay and flou- 
riſhing. But this climate, happy as it 
ſeems, can never be preferred to England, 
with all its frofts and ſnows, while we 
are bleſſed with an eaſy government, 
under a King, who makes his own hap- 
pineſs conſiſt in the liberty of his people, 
and chooſes rather to be looked upon, 
as their father than their maſter. — 
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and I am ſenſible, I have already tired 
out your R. H's. patience. But my 
letter is in your hands, and you may 
make it as ſhort as you pleaſe, by throw- 
ing it into the fire, when weary of read- 
ing it. Iam, Madam, 


With the greateſt teſpect. 


LE T- 


PWR 
a 
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LETTER XXVL 
Yue Lay — 


Adrienople, April 1, O. S. 1727. 
AM now got into a new world, 
where every thing | ſee, appears to 
me a change of ſcene ; and I write to 
your ladyſhip with ſome content of miad, 
hoping, at leaſt, that you will find the 
charm of novelty in my letters, and no 
longer reproach me, that I tell you no- 
thing extraordinary. I won't trouble 
you with a relation of our tedious jour- 
ney ; but I muſt not omit what I faw 
remarkable at $2phia, one of the moſt 
beautiful towns in the Turkiſh Empire, 
and famous for its hot baths, that are 
reſorted to both for diverſion and health. 
I ſtop'd here one day, on purpoſe to ſee 
6 them; 
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them ; and deſigning to go incognio, I 
hired a Turkiſh coach. Theſe voitures 
are not at all like ours, but much 
more convenient for the country, the 
heat being ſo great that glafſes would 
be very troubleſome. They are made a 
good deal in the manner of the Dutch 
ſtage coaches, having wooden latlices 
painted and gilded ; the inſide being alſo 
painted with baſkets and neſegays of 
flowers, intermized commonly with lit- 
all over with fcarlet cloth, lined with 
| fille, and very often richly embroidered 
and frinzed. This covering entirely 
thrown back at plłcaſure, and thus per- 
mit the ladies to pcep through the lat- 
tices. They hold four people very con- 
veniently, ſeated on cuſhions, but not 
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In one of theſe covered waggons, I 
went to the Bagnio about ten a clock. 
It was already full of women. !r is buile 
of ſtone, in the ſhape of a dome, with 
no windows but in the roof, which gives 
light enough. There were five of theſe 
domes joined together, the outmoſt be- 
ing leſs than the reſt, and ſerving only 
as a hall, where the Porircſs ſtood at 
the door. Ladies of qualicy generally 
give this woman a crown or ten ſhillings, 
and I did not forget that ceremony. The 
next room is a very large one, paved with 
marble, and all round it are two raiſed 
Sofas of marble, one above another. 
There were four fountains of cold water 
in this room, falling firſt into marble. 
baſons, and then running on the floor in 
little channels made for that purpoſe, which 
of 
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of marble Sofas, but ſo hot with ſteams 


of ſulphur proceeding from the baths 
Joining to it, *twas impoſſible to ſtay 
there with one's cloaths on. The two 
other domes were the hot baths, one of 
which had cocks of cold water turning 
iato it, to temper it to what degree of 
warmth the bathers pleaſed to have. 


1 was in my travelling habit, which is 
very extraordinary to them. Yet there 
was not one of them that ſhewed the 
leaſt furprize or impertinent curioſity, 
but received me with all the obliging ci- 
vility poſſible. I know no European 
court, where the ladies would have be- 
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ſmiles, and fatyrical whiſpers, that never 
fail in our afſemblies, when any body 
appears that is not dreſſed exactly in the 
faſhion. They repeated over and over 
to me: Uzi, yzk, Uzertie,” 
which is nothing but, Charming, very 
charming.” —— The firſt Sofas were 
covered with cuſhions and rich carpets, 
on which fat the ladies ; and on the 
ſecond, their ſlaves behind them, but 
without any diſt inction of rank by their 
dreſs, all being in the ſtate of nature, 
that is, in plain Engliſh, ſtark naked, 
without any beauty or defect concealed. 
Yet there was not the kat wanton file 
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by the pencil of a Guido or Titian, —— 
And moſt of their fkins ſhiningly white, 
only adorned by their beautiful hair, di- 


vided into many treſſes, hanging on their 
ſhoulders, braided either with pearl or 


I was here convinced of the truth of a 
refleftion I have often made, that if it 
were the faſhion to go naked, the face 
would be bardly obſerved. I perceived 
that the ladies of the moſt delicate ſkins 
and fineft ſhapes, had the greateſt ſhare 
of their companions. To tell you the 
truth, I had wickedneſs enough, to wiſh 
ſecretly, that Mr. Gervais could have 
been there inviſible. I fancy ic would 
have very much improved his art, to 
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] was in haſte to ſee the ruins of Juſti- 
nian's church, which did not afford 
me ſo agreeable a proſpect as 1 had 


left, being little more than a heap of 
ſtones. 


Adieu, Madam, Jam fure I. have 
now entertained you, with an account of 
fuch 
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fuch a fight as you never ſaw in your 
life, and what no book of travels could 
inform you of, as tis no leſs than death 
for a man to be found in one of theſs 

places. 


The Eu of the Frasr Votum. 


